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A FORWARD STEP 


We have often urged in this place a more energetic 
and efficient policy in connection with Government pub- 
lishing; and especially that the Stationery Office should 
act as its own publisher instead of handing the work 
over to middlemen. We are happy to record that the 
Stationery Office has now taken this important step. 
The contract with Messrs. Wyman for the agency for 
the sale in England and Wales of Government Publications 
definitely terminated on December 31st last, and it is not pro- 
posed to renew any similar contract with any other publisher. 

The Stationery Office has taken over shop premises in 
Kingsway. There is a retail department for the sale of 
official publications to the public, and a wholesale depart- 
ment, with entrance in Kean Street, which will deal with 
the “trade.” A branch retail office at 28, Abingdon 
Street, S.W., also deals with the general public, especially 
those interested in Parliamentary business. New retail 
sale offices have been opened in "WMeadheuter and Cardiff ; 
there has been one in Edinburgh for some years. It is not, 
we are informed, ———- at present to make special 
arrangements for local distribution (e.g., through Post 
Offices), at any rate as long as the war continues. The 
provincial sales are left in the hands of the bookselling trade, 
which can obtain its supplies from the Kingsway depot. 
Further improvements in methods of distribution are 
being considered, and all Government publications are now 
marked net, and sold under the terms of the Net Book 
Agreement of the Publishers’ Association. 

The Kingsway premises appear to be commodious, and 
have a considerable shop frontage. The windows are at 
present largely occupied by cards announcing the tenancy 
of the premises ; but various official publications are also 
exposed. At present the publications shown are, for the 
most part, the most recent ones, irrespective of their gencral 
interest. We do not suppose that window-dressing will 
make an immense difference to the sale of Blue ks, 


but we suggest that important old publications might 
be shown as well as interesting new ones. For instance, 
the Reports of several recent Royal Commissions, if dis- 
played, might well attract the passer-by more than even 
the latest modification of the Larceny Act. 

The reform marks a great advance. We hope to see it 
followed up by others. e of the most obvious is a change 
in the format of many publications. At present there are 
many (e.g., the Annual Reports of the Local Government 
Board) which are issued in manageable sizes, but the 
majority, including all Royal Commission Reports, come 
out in cumbrous folios. Folios are tolerable if stiffly bound ; 
but in paper they simply refuse to stand on a shelf unless 
they are packed as tight as sardines in a tin. The 
folio size should be abandoned except for volumes of unusual 
portliness; and attention might also be devoted (since 
it is desired to attract the public to these documents) to 
the design and lettering of the covers. Finally, there 
should be convenient and _ easily-accessible catalogues 
which would give the student at a glance a list of available 
Ng eon which deal with any particular sphere in which 

e happens to be interested. Relevant portions of such 
catalogues should invariably be printed in Blue Books them- 
selves. At present a Blue Book on, say, Timbuctoo often 
contains an advertisement of the latest publications of 
the Stationery Office, dealing with Foot-and-Mouth Disease, 
Congested Districts, etc., but not a word about previous 
Blue Books relating to Timbuctoo. It all means organisa- 
tion; but there is no reason why the Stationery Office, 
with its resources, should not be as thoroughly efficient as 
a first-class publisher. 


THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS 


Final Report of the Committee on the Administration and Command 
of the Royal Flying Corps, ete. Cd. 8194. 3d. 

The Committee, with Mr. Justice Bailhache as Chairman, 
was appointed “to enquire into and report upon the 
administration and command of the Royal Flying Corps, 
with particular reference to the charges made—both in 
Parliament and elsewhere—against the officials and officers 
responsible. . . The charges made by Mr. Billing were 
dealt with in an interim Report, and are not again referred 
to. The Final Report is not a very well-arranged document. 
It begins with a short introduction dealing with the 
organisation of the Royal Flying Corps and its growth 
during the war. It then proceeds to deal with the charges, 
dividing them into General Charges and Specific Charges— 
a distinction which, in practice, is neither very clear nor 
very useful. The Report is distinctly a vindication of 
the administration and command, and a refutation of all 
the more serious charges. 

The most notable fact about the organisation of the 
R.F.C. is that both its equipment and its executive com- 
mand are under a indie Ghuntennte—Genenel Henderson’s. 
In connection with the work of equipment, the Corps has 
the R.A.F. (Royal Aircraft Factory), whose functions 
include trial and experiment, research, preparation of 
drawings, repairs, and manufacture of spares. The most 
noteworthy feature of the organisation of the Corps itself 
is that every pilot must be an officer, and that the duties 
of a pilot are therefore confined to a certain social class. 
“Much importance is attached to this fact by the heads 
of the Royal Flying Corps.” 

Of the onesal ¢ —— the first to be examined is “ want 
of foresight.” It is admitted that the R.F.C. was entirely 
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unprepared at the beginning of the war for the demands 

which have subsequently been made upon it. Actually 

it has multiplied twentyfold since August, 1914. At 

that date its equipment of aeroplanes consisted of 179 
machines—of which some 90 were not in a serviceable 
condition. The Report entirely exonerates the heads of 
the R.F.C, from responsibility for this unpreparedness, 
considering it to have been the result of a policy imposed 

upon them. But the main charge of want of foresight 
rests upon the assertion that the R.F.C. failed to anticipate 
the necessity for high-powered engines and to provide 
for their production. Up to the time of this investigation 
the Corps has had to be almost entirely upon a 90 h.p. 
engine of the R.A.F., while the Germans had from the 
first engines of considerably higher power. Before the 
war the R.A.F. was designing a 200 h.p. engine, but General 
Henderson stopped the designs, believing that he would 
get high-powered engines from private firms like the 
Rolls-Royce Company and Messrs. Napier. In this he 
was disappointed, and he is himself of the opinion that 
he made a serious mistake in stopping the R.A.F. from 
proceeding with the 200 h.p. design. The Committee dis- 
agrees with him, and sees no “ reason for supposing that 
the opposite course would have resulted in the earlier 
production of high-powered engines.” It thinks that 
“this charge of want of foresight is unfounded.” 

There are a number of charges in connection with the 
R.A.F._ There is first a general charge of ‘ too blind faith 
in the R.A.F.” The Committee considers that this charge 
is really due to the fact that one person is responsible for 
the R.F.C. as a fighting force, and also for its equipment 
and for the RAF. They hold this position to be an 
impossible one. The Committee do not find that most 
of the charges as to delay in ordering better engines and 
aeroplanes have been substantiated, though they are of 
opinion that there was too long delay in obtaining adequate 
quantities of the 110Le Rhone engine. There are a number 
of charges against the R.A.F. as having a detrimental effect 
upon the manufacture of engines and aeroplanes by private 
firms. The charge that it is both competitor and judge 
is easily disposed of as a frivolous suggestion. Private 
manufacturers showed considerable reluctance to give 
evidence before the Committee, but the evidence of those 
who did appear spoke to the encouragement and help 
given to private manufacturers by the R.A.F. A great 
deal of the criticism of the R.A.F. centres round its 
B.E. 2c aeroplane combined with its 90 h.p. engine. One 
of the witnesses said that he was convinced that it was 
** worse than useless for night-flying, and that it was either 
negligence or ignorance of the authorities to allow night- 
fliers to use tractors such as the B.E. 2c." The Committee 
remarks upon this that the three Zeppelins brought down 
on the nights of September 2nd and 23rd and October Ist 
were all brought down by pilots flying B.E. 2c machines 
fitted with R.A.F. engines ! 

As to charges of insufficient training given to pilots 
and observers, the Committee hold that the use of 
insufficiently trained men in the early days of the war 
was inevitable. Subsequently they find that there is 
little ground for complaint except in the training for air 
fighting. The difficulty here is to find space for a school 
for air fighting. The only one in existence is at Hythe, 
and that was only fitted up for aerial musketry twelve 
months after the outbreak of war. There are difficulties 
to be met, but the Committee is of opinion that “ the 

roblem should have been solved long ere this.” The 
jamming of machine-guns during aerial fights was extra- 
ordinarily common in the early days of serious fighting, 
and this can be to some extent remedied by careful training. 
During 1916 there was a considerable improvement. The 
Committee also deals with the training and position of 
observers. The position is not satisfactory, because 
observers have no prospect or possibility of promotion. 
The consequence is that they commonly give up the work 
and come home to learn to fly—and take a pilot’s certificate. 
The Report recommends that a corps of observers should 
be formed, and that observers should receive promotion 


without having to become pilots. Closely connected 
with these charges is the question of our “ loss of mastery 
in the air” —of whichat one time the papers made so much, 
The Committee find that for some time after the appearance 
of the Fokker we suffered from a temporary and local 
inferiority, that this was due to a tardy recognition of the 
change brought about by the Fokker, and that the charges, 
though made in language “of gross exaggeration,” were 
to a limited extent true. 

A number of specific charges have been investigated, 
and in the majority of them the administration and command 
of the R.F.C. is found to be blameless. Many cases in 
which charges have been made against the administration 
are found, on investigation, to be due to natural carelessness, 
rashness, or courage of individuals. This appears to dispose, 
for instance, of the charge that pilots are allowed to fly 
‘““dud ” machines home from France. The charge that 
General Henderson opposed the building of airships proves 
to be “ quite unfounded,” and that he refused to allow 
Lewis guns to be sent to the French in exchange for engines 
is the exact opposite of the truth. The charge that seventy- 
four pilots were sent home for further training the day 
after Mr. Billing’s election to the House of Commons “ was 
made in perfectly good faith,” but happens to be entirely 
untrue. The famous case of Lieutenant Littlewood 
mistaking Lille for St. Omer is referred to at considerable 
length. The actual responsibility for sending Lieutenant 
Littlewood appears to rest with some gentleman at the 
War Office who has preferred so far not to disclose his 
identity. There seems to be reason for holding that 
Lieutenant Littlewood was an efficient pilot—but he had 
never flown to France before. His machine was, in fact, 
brought down by gun-fire and was badly smashed. The 
most unsatisfactory single incident investigated was the 
mishap to the De Havilland Squadron on March 25th, 
1916. Here, in order that twelve serviceable machines 
should be delivered in France, twenty-six or twenty-seven 
were consumed, four being completely smashed. The 
worst feature of the incident was that no formal enquiry 
into it was held. 

The Report ends with certain recommendations. The 
most important is that the equipment of the Royal Flying 
Corps should be completely separated from the executive 
command. The Committee consider that General 
Henderson’s position as responsible for the R.F.C. 
as a fighting arm and also as Director-General of Military 
Aeronautics for its equipment is an impossible position 
now that the R.F.C. has grown to its present dimensions. 
They propose the formation of an Equipment Department 
charged with the equipment of both the Army and Navy 
Flying Services. The R.A.F. would be controlled by 
the Equipment Department of Military Aeronautics. Its 
continued existence “ is essential,”’ but it should not become 
a manufacturing establishment, but should confine itself 
to its present activities. 

The Report ends with a eulogy of the work of the Royaj 
Flving Corps, and particularly of that of General Henderson, 


MUNITION WORKERS AND HOURS 
OF LABOUR 


econd Interim Re on an Investigation of Industrial Fatigue by 

. Physiological Methods. By A. F. Srantey Kenr, M.A., D.Se. 
Home Office. vay BK, i ve » ws 

Workers’ F ani uggestions as etary. 

a 3 - LaOwARD Hit, M.B., F.R.S. Health of Munition 

Workers’ Committee. Memorandum No. Il. Ministry of 


Munitions. Cd. 8370. 1 e _— atin niet Ct 
tistical i utput in Relation to Hi : . 
~ B a Veen, M.D. ealth of Munition Workers 


Committee, Memorandum No. 12. Ministry of Munitions. 


Cd. 8844. 14d. ie J eine 
Juvenile Employment. Health of Munition W orkers Commit ae 
Memorandum No.13. Ministry of Munitions. Cd. $862. 1 


The first two of these reports are exceedingly valuable 
and interesting. Dr. Kent divides his report into _ 
sections: the first continuing his investigation PY 
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physiological methods into the relation between fatigue 
and overtime; the second dealing with overtime and 
output ; and the third with food and feeding. The 
physiological methods still continue to yield results which 
might generally have been anticipated, such as that fatigue 
accumulates during the day and is dissipated at night ; 
that power of recovery from fatigue is greater at the 
beginning of the period, day or week, than at the end; that 
overtime labour, when performed by a tired worker, 
results in an amount of fatigue out of proportion to the 
length and severity of the labour, ete.; but it would, 
of course, be foolish to estimate the value of this new 
and highly scientific method of investigation by its 
initial results. 

The investigations upon output in relation to fatigue 
have yielded results of great and immediate practical value. 
Experiments were made by measuring the output of groups 
of bobbin winders, surgical lint packers, and boracic lint 
packers under varying hours of labour. It was found 
that where the factory day consisted of four periods, e.g., 
6 to 8 a.m., 8.80 to 12.80, 1.80 to 5.80, and the overtime 
period 6 to 8 p.m., the output was lowest during the early 
morning period and the overtime period, the two middle day 
periods being the best. The poor output in the early 
morning is due partly to lack of rest and food, and partly 
to loss of co-ordination, which means that, even after a 
few hours’ rest, the workers require practice before reaching 
their full efficiency—an experience familiar to every writer 
and typist. The decreased evening output is due to fatigue. 
So far it might be held that it was not necessary to go 
to science to establish these facts, but now we get the 
exceedingly important observation that the extra overtime 
fatigue of one day may not be dissipated by a night’s rest, 
with the result that the output for the following day is 
reduced, and the two good middle periods suffer. It was 
actually found in various instances that, by reducing the 
hours of labour, not only was the average hourly output 
increased, but the improvement was so great as to increase 
the gross total output. One group of workers, for example, 
showed an absolute increase of over 5 per cent. of output 
as a result of a diminution of 16} per cent. in the length 
of the working day. 

Dr. Vernon’s researches into the relations between output 
and hours of work confirm Dr. Kent’s conclusions, but in 
certain directions he has gone further and has determined 
the relations separately for different types of labour, viz., 
light, moderately heavy, and heavy. Among women 
engaged in turning aluminium fuse bodies (moderately 
heavy labour), he found that a diminution of the hours 
by 8.5 per cent. actually increased the weekly output 
by 8 per cent., and he considers that if the maximum output 
is to be obtained, women should not work at moderately 
heavy labour for more than sixty hours per week and 
possibly not more than fifty-six. With reduction of hours 
there is appreciably less time lost through sickness. When 
women are engaged in light labour, the best number of 
hours appears to be about sixty-two. Among men sizing 
¥ bodies (heavy labour), a decrease of the hours from 
1.5 to 56.2 per week eventually increased the hourly output 
by 24 per cent. Still more remarkable was the experience 
among a group of youths aged fourteen to seventeen who, 
with a reduction of seven and a half hours in their weekly 
work, increased their average hourly output by no less 
than 55 per cent. The method is not only of value in 
showing where hours are too long, but it also indicates 
where they can be increased without harm to the workers. 

us In a group of men and youths engaged in light 
labour it was found that their hours must be extended 
} Amiga, A — in — bs obtain the maximum 

ut, and the longer hours did not appear to affect 
their health, ‘ - 7 

These observations show that hours of labour should be 
varied within wide limits according to the character of 
the work, a fact which is not realised by many 
managers of factories, whose tendency is towards 
uniformity of hours for all types of labour and for workers 
of both sexes. , 


Dr. Vernon concludes by making two useful suggestions 
for increasing output. In many factories considerable time 
is lost by not starting work promptly and by slackening 
off towards the end of the spell, although the machinery 
is running all the time. He considers that often twenty 
minutes a day is lost in this way, and if this was saved it 
could be deducted from the working hours without 
affecting the output. The second proposal is for regular 
rest-pauses of a few minutes to break the longer spells 
of work. 

Very important also are Dr. Kent’s observations upon 
the feeding of workers. Investigations showed that the 
output was larger with those who had had a good breakfast 
before beginning work than with those who had not. For 
three women workers the early morning period was 
suspended, thus enabling them to obtain a properly cooked 
breakfast, with the result that they increased their average 
output in the remaining hours by 12.4 per cent., although 
the length of the day was reduced by 20 percent. Dr. Kent 
states that many operatives are badly and unsuitably fed, 
and it would appear that this is not to any large extent 
due to insufficiency of wages, but partly to a vicious habit 
established in early stages of employment when wages are 
low, and maintained when higher wages would enable more 
food to be purchased, and partly to ignorance of the workers 
of dietetic values. The frequency of bread-and-butter and 
tea in the women’s dict seems to be due to careless habit 
more than to anything else. Many of the workers rely on 
“fish and chips” for their principal meal, a dish which 
looks attractive, but from the nutritional point of view 
is highly extravagant, since the quantity of fish supplied 
is small, the deficiency being masked by the batter, which 
swells up and gives it an appearance of plumpness. The 
result is that the meal consists principally of carbohydrates 
with fat and little protein, and to provide an adequate 
diet no fewer than six such meals a day would be required. 
Moreover, the cost in terms of nutriment is very high, 
the cost per pound of protein in fried fish and batter being 
4s. 10d., compared with 8s. 4d. per pound when taken in 
the form of cheese; the cost of carbohydrate per pound 
being 8s. 6d., compared with 43d. in bread and 54d. in 
oatmeal; and the cost of fat per pound being 8s. 7d., 
compared with 4s. 2d. in cheese, 2s. in butter, and 1s. 2}d. 
in margarine. Dr. Kent deplores the fact that there is 
no adequate machinery for the dissemination of sound 
ideas with regard to food among the working-class 
population. Memorandum No. 11, with its valuable sug- 
gestions as to dietary, supplements his report with useful 

analyses and suggestions. 

These reports form a substantial addition to the science 
of economics, and they ought to be widely distributed 
among managers, not only in munition works, but in all 
classes of factories. 

The memorandum on Juvenile Employment, issued 
directly by the Health of Munition Workers Committee, 
does not purport to be a scientific report, but is a somewhat 
discursive review of conditions affecting the welfare of 
youthful workers. It contains a rather startling paragraph 
relating to sleeping accommodation—which appears to be 
highly inadequate in some districts. We hear, for instance, 
of boys and girls sleeping together, of insufficient hours 
of sleep, and of beds being used day and night. Apart 
from this, the report contains little that is new, and it is 
distinctly platitudinous. No doubt it is important to keep 
quite elementary facts relating to health of employees 
before factory managers, but it seems a pity that the 
Committee do not seize the opportunity of reiterating the 
more detailed recommendations of their scientific staff. 
For instance, while the Committee recommend that boys 
under sixteen should not work for more than sixty hours 
a week, they make no reference to the valuable observations 
on overtime and output described above, or to the way in 
which hours of labour should be varied according to the 
type of work. The paragraph on food merely emphasizes 
the importance of “ adequate canteen provision, whereby 
good food can be obtained.” 
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THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 


The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-1916. 
Documents presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon by 
Viscount Bryce. Cd. 8825. 2s. 


The collection of the evidence, now published, of the 
deportations and massacres of Armenians is due to Lord 
Bryce; its examination, arrangement, and editing has 
been entrusted to Mr. Arnold Toynbee. A preface by Lord 
Bryce deals with the credibility of the evidence, and letters 
on the same subject are appended from Mr. Gilbert Murray, 
Mr. Herbert Fisher, and a distinguished American lawyer, 
Mr. Moorfield Storey. There follows a memorandum of 
Mr. Toynbee’s on the origin and nature of the documents. 
The documents themselves are extremely voluminous, 
filling nearly 600 pages. Finally the Blue Book 
contains a uscful summary of Armenian history up 
to 1915. 

The documents have been well-edited, and an unbiassed 
person should have little difficulty in estimating the value 
of the evidence. It falls, as the editor points out, into four 
clearly marked groups: (1) Evidence which appeared in 
German newspapers and was suppressed by the German 
censor, (2) Documents written by Germans or by neutrals 
in German employ in the Ottoman Empire, (3) Documents 
written by neutral eye-witnesses, (4) Evidence of Armenian 
and Nestorian natives. In most cases it has been necessary 
to withhold the names of the witnesses, because their publi- 
cation would certainly expose persons now living within 
the Turk’s jurisdiction to persecution and revenge. The fact, 
of course, lends itself to misinterpretation, but the names are 
known to Lord Bryce and to the editor; they have been 
carefully recorded, and will when it is safe be published. 
Lord Bryce writes that most of the witnesses “ are persons 
entitled to confidence in respect of their character and 
standing, and are, moreover, persons who have no con- 
ceivable motive for inventing and perverting facts, because 
they are (with extremely few exceptions) either neutrals 
with no national or personal or pecuniary interests involved, 
or else German subjects. Were I free to mention names, 
the trustworthiness of these neutrals and Germans would at 
once be recognised.” The Blue Book is in fact conclusive 
evidence of massacrés and cruelties perpetrated by the 
Turks which can vie with the greatest crimes of human 
savagery with which the pages of history have made us 
familiar. 

It is not possible here to go in detail into the story of 
the deportations, massacre, lust, torture, and robbery. The 
future historian will have to piece it together after sifting 
and weighing the evidence here collected for him. One word 
may, however, be said as to the extent and magnitude of 
the Turk’s vengeance in terms of human life. Previous 
examples of Armenian massacres and of similar persecutions 
show how extraordinarily difficult it is to estimate with 
any accuracy the actual loss of life. The persecutions 
extend over a wide area, and eye-witnesses necessarily see 
only what happens in a small corner of it. In this case the 
Turkish methods of destroying their victims were so fiendish, 
and the slaughter in certain districts was so wholesale, that 
statements have been made in good faith that the whole 
Armenian people have been exterminated. In this con- 
nection an extract of a report of the American Committee 
for Armenian and Syrian Relief, printed as an appendix 
to the Blue Book, should be studied. It shows that for- 
tunately the first estimates of the number of victims were 
exaggerated. But the reality is bad enough. The number 
of Armenians within the Ottoman Empire in January, 1915, 
was estimated at between six hundred thousand and two 
million. “Twelve months later, in January, 1916, from 
one-third to one half of the Armenians in Turkey had fallen 
victims of deportation, disease, starvation or massacre.” 
The Russian conquests in Armenia, however, brought to 
light numbers of Armenians in hiding. The Committee 
finally estimates the total numbers of survivors at under 
1,150,000, and the total number of Armenian dead at 
between 450,000 and 850,000. 





FOOD PRICES 


Departmental Committee on Prices: Interim Report on Meat, Milk, | 
and Bacon. Cd. 8358. 24d. 
The Committee on Prices—the reader must, in this late 
notice, translate the present into the past tense, owing 
to further rises—decided to concentrate its attention 
at first upon “the correlated problems of meat, milk, 
and bacon,” and this intcrim report is the result. It 
begins,with a general review of prices in general. The 
Director of the Department of Labour Statistics, we are 
told, estimates the average increase of the cost of living 
of the working classes between July, 1914, and the present 
time at about 45 per cent., disregarding increased taxation. 
As the Committee remark, “ generally speaking, the increases 
in rates of wages are much bclow those recorded in the 
price of food and other necessaries.” Nevertheless, they 
come to the conclusion that there is less total distress in the 
country than in an ordinary year of peace. Yet such 
statisties as they quote would certainly point to the fact that 
the rise in prices must be causing distress among a con- 
siderable number of wage-earners and persons with small 
fixed salarics. 
Turning to the question of meat, the report gives a certain 
number of statistics as to the increase in price. The rise in 
the price of British meat in the last two years appears to 
average for the consumer about 75 per cent., and of chilled 
or frozen meat about 100 per cent. The Committee finds 
the main explanation of the rise in price in the increased 
demand for the frozen meat by the military forces. Thus, 
in 1915 practically all the imported beef was used for con- 
sumption by the Allied Forces. The supply of meat for the 
civilian population has therefore become considerably cur- 
tailed. ‘The report lacks clearness, both in its discussion of 
the causes of the rise and its explanation of the measures 
taken by the Government to control prices. In February, 
1915, the Australian and New Zealand Governments agreed 
to purchase all meat available for export on behalf of the 
mother country, and prices were “ amicably arranged.” 
The New Zealand prices in July, 1914, and March, 1915, are 
given, and show a considerable rise. The Government, 
through the Board of Trade, has entered into contracts for 
the purchase of South American supplies. ‘The Committee 
records its opinion that ‘‘ the buying on behalf of the Board 
of Trade has been economical.’” The Committee seems to be 
anxious to counteract any idea that the rise has been due to 
large profits, though it admits that “‘ considerably increased 
profits have been made during the war by cattle breeders in 
the United Kingdom and in foreign countries.” It is, 
however, interesting to note that of two British companies 
connected with the Argentine meat trade, one paid a 124 per | 
cent. dividend for 1915, besides putting £100,000 to reserve, 
although it paid no dividend in 1914; and the other, which 
had made a loss in 1913, showed a total profit of £26,000 
in 1914, and £142,000 in 1915. The section dealing with 
transportation and freight charges is also not very con- 
vincing, although the Committee states its opinion that 
freights “do not constitute a main item in the increased 
cost of imported meat.” ° 
As regards milk, the report follows the same rather incon- 
clusive course. The price of milk to the consumer has risen 
some 55 per cent. The report states that increased demand 
and increased cost of production have been the main factors, 
while ‘‘ combination among farmers ” has had something to 
do with it. The Committee does not give the data upon 
which this opinion was formed. It states that “it 1s 
generally (sic) certain that the gains made through high war 
rices have gone chiefly to the primary producers,” while the 
oo of arn ao distribution has prospered. No 
indication of what the profits of the primary producer and 
wholesale distributor have been is given. The rise in the 
price of bacon is attributed mainly to freights, and the 
Committee, after “ searching investigation,” did not find 
any proof that “ any scrious inflation of prices ” had been 
produced by rings. ; . 
The most important recommendations of the Committee 
are the construction of mercantile shipping, the development 
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of large-scale purchase of meat by the Government, a 
voluntary meatless day once a week, the giving of power to 
Local Authorities to open municipal shops, and the provision 
of free meals and milk for expectant and nursing mothers. 

A minority report is added, the gist of which is that 
inflation of prices and large profits exist, and that wise, well- 
considered, and far-reaching Government action should be 
taken to eliminate both. The most concrete suggestion is 
the appointment of a Committee to regulate the price of milk. 


THE GERMAN BANKS 


Enemy Banks (London Agencies), Copy of Report of Sir 
Wituram PiLenper to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
dated 16th December, 1916. Cd. 8430. 3d. 


When war broke out there were in London five enemy 
banks. Three were German (the Deutsche Bank, the 
Dresdner Bank, and the Direction der Disconto-Gesell- 
schaft), and two were Austrian (the K. K. Priv. Oester- 
reichische Laenderbank and the Anglo-Austrian Bank). 
Immediately after the outbreak of war detectives were turned 
on to watch the banks in order to frustrate any attempt to 
remove their valuables. As soon as the prolonged Bank 
Holiday had come to an end, they were reinforced by Sir 
William Plender, who was appointed Controller of the 
German and Austrian Banks in London. The banks were 
opened for limited purposes, and the armed police were 
gradually got rid of. 

The first thing the Controller did was to examine the 
assets. These were in a distinctly unhealthy state. The 
whole world more or less had declared a moratorium. Se- 
curities were not readily marketable owing to the closing of 
the Stock Exchange. Sums due from customers in Russia 
and France could not, and still cannot, be collected, owing 
to the prohibition by their respective Governments of 
yayments to enemy banks. The assets of the Deutsche 

ank showed an apparent surplus of £136,784 over the 
liabilities, but the other banks all showed deficits, amounting 
in all to £5,107,513. 

The next thing to engage the Controller’s attention was an 
investigation of the current rumour that the five banks had 
been shipping abnormal quantities of securities and bullion 
to the Continent within a few days of the outbreak of war. 
Not in a single instance was anything found to justify the 
allegation. On August 3, 1914, it is true, £318,883 Austrian 
4} per cent. loan, 1914, were delivered to the Austrian 
Embassy, but as the bank in point was the Deutsche Bank, 
whose assets showed a surplus, it is clear that the delivery 
of these securities was not part of a plan to unload. In 
the case of the two other German banks, indeed, the move- 
ment of money and securities was actually towards London. 
On July 31, 1914 the Guaranty (sic) Trust Company of 
New York shipped tothe Dresdner Bank, London, $2,000,000 
in U.S.A. gold coin “* which had been placed at the disposal 
of the London office by its Head Office in Berlin in response 
to a message from London pointing out the difficult 
financial position.” The consignment duly arrived and was 
paid into the Bank of England. Similarly the Disconto- 
Gesellschaft received from Berlin on July 29 bills on London 
amounting to £203,000, while the July transactions on the 
current account with the Head Office showed a balance of 
about £100,000 in favour of London. The Austrian banks 
also indulged in no unusual transactions. So another legend 
vanishes, dissipated by the investigations of a chartered 
accountant. 

The banks were found to hold various balances due to 
and securities on behalf of enemy Governments. In this way 
we annexed £1,975 Is. 2d. from the German Government 
and about £29,000 from Austria and Hungary. The Bul- 
garian Government, however, came off worst-of all; not 
only was there a sum of £3,462 at the credit of the Banque 
Nationale de Bulgarie, but also £54,862 held for service in 

ndon of the Bulgarian Government's 6 per cent. loan. 
The total declared forfeit to the Crown came to 
£89,788 8s. 11d, 


The most difficult part of Sir William Plender’s task lay 
in the collection of the banks’ assets. Amounts of 
£2,500,000 and £550,000 respectively were due to the banks 
from Russia and France. The Controller pointed out to 
representatives of the Ministries of Finance of these countries 
that the funds of the banks were only available for payment 
of British, Allied and neutral debts, so that there was a 
case for waiving the prohibition already referred to. Diplo- 
matic representations were also made, but in vain. Russia 
and France in effect took the line that, if Sir William Plender 
liked, they would collect the money, and look after it. 
“ This proposition did not, however, appeal to the manage- 
ment, as it would involve the banks in loss of interest which 
they were entitled to charge their customers until payment, 
but which would cease if collection in the manner indicated 
were to take place.” 

Another obstacle in the way of collecting assets lay in 
the fact that the banks 

did a large business in financing the shipment of goods, mostly on 
German account, and at the outbreak of war they were in possession 
of documents of title to valuable cargoes in German vessels, which 
had by force of circumstances to take shelter in neutral and other 
ports. It was not possible at the beginning of the war to trace the 
whereabouts of these vessels owing to Admiralty regulations and 
no assistance could be obtained from Lloyd's. The freeing of such 
cargoes for realisation was a matter of difficulty. 

The shortage of staff naturally delayed matters. In 
spite of these and other difficulties cash receipts have been 
made to come in very satisfactorily. When Sir William 
Plender was appointed, the apparent liabilities and assets 
were as shown in the following table : 
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The next table gives the cash receipts in quarterly totals : 
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Aug. to | 
Sept. 30 | 2,431,294; 530,826) 876,687, 433,772, 259,041, 4,531,620 
3 mths. to | 
Dec. 31 | 4,116,881 | 2,045,549 2,205,072 458,008 500,293 9,325,803 
1915. | 


3 mths. to } 
Mar. 31 | 559,800) 621,117! 431,606) 337,795; 200,737| 2,051,005 
June 30 342,955; 195,741 268,824 202,954 65,431) 1,075,005 
Sept. 30 219,718) 155,198 $5,523 68,255 331,535 860,220 
Dec. 31 | 737,933) 263,904) 01,659 80,258 62,859; 1,236,613 
1916. | | 

3 mths. to | | 
Mar. 31 | 162,813 | 249,146 7,455 91,82 53,767 595,007 


130,136 104,749 | 875,802 


June 30 | 215,577| 248,025 15 | 
78| 266,788| 789,477| 2,908,551 


1 
Sept. 30 | 359,097 | 871,411 6 


| 2.069, 792| 2,367,889) 23,460,585 


9,146,068 | 5,080,917 | 4,795,919 
The statistics of the staffs employed at the banks have 
been generally widely commented upon. The diminution 
of the number of enemy subjects from 440 on July 31, 1914, 
to 164 a fortnight later, is certainly sudden; the probable 
explanation is that the long Bank Holiday week-end gave 
many of them an opportunity of paying a visit abroad, and 
that the outbreak of war made a return to Germany or 
Austria preferable to a return to London. At the end of 
November last there were only ten enemy persons still 
employed by the banks. These are managers, sub-managers 
and persons in responsible positions, whose services the 
Controller regards as indispensable, and who have been 
granted temporary exemption from internment. In his 
dealings with the dependents of its employees, whether 
British or alien, the Controller has been generous. 
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Allowances have been made by the banks to clerks who are absent 
from their duties to maintain themselves and their dependents. 
Interned clerks have been granted, in most cases, full ry, and 
the banks have sent to them direct at the internment camps such 
amounts as the Commandants would allow them to receive, and the 
balance has been disposed of on the instructions of the clerks, either in 
discharge of their liabilities in this country, or for the maintenance 
of their wives and families, many of whom are British-born subjects. 
Clerks interned to whom allowances have been made number 139. 
Voluntary payments have also been continued to clerks—numbering 
170—serving with the British Army, and in these cases the Army pay 
has been supplemented by allowances which together are estimated 
to approximate to the full salaries of the employees. Generally speak- 
ing, single men have received as an allowance 30 per cent. of their 
salaries, whilst married men have been paid 60 per cent., with an 
additional 5 per cent. for each child, up to a maximum of payment 
of 80 per cent. 

In November, 1915, Sir William Plender was approached 
by the Management of the Deutsche Bank with regard to a 
communication received from Berlin, inquiring whether 
permission could be granted to the London branch to 
receive remittances from Germany to distribute to Germans 
here and in the Colonies, instead of this being done as 
previously through the American Embassies in Berlin and 
London. The Treasury consented and arrangements were 

made with the War Office and the Home Office as to the method of 

forwarding remittances to military prisoners of war and interned 
or free enemy subjects respectively. A proposal made by the Head 

Office that the London Agency should act in a similar manner and 

receive remittances for British subjects interned in Germany for 

distribution through the Head Office in Berlin was declined. 

About 650 weekly payments are now made by means of 
this scheme, and the total amount involved so far is nearly 
£50,000. 

The total cost of the control and supervision of the five 
banks came to £24,011 to June 30, 1916, and falls entirely 
on their funds. Sir William Plender is in the happy position 
of being able to fix his own remuneration. The following 
is a summary of the results achieved during his Controller- 
ship, to September 30, 1916 :— 

(1) Liabilities to British, Allied and Neutral subjects have been 
paid or otherwise discharged to the extent of £27,600,000. 

(2) Securities belonging to British, Allied and Neutral subjects 
have been delivered, representing an approximate value of 
£7,800,000. 

(3) Assets have been realised in cash and interest and dividends 
collected producing a sum of £23,460,585. 

(4) The accommodation granted by the Bank of England to these 
banks, in order to enable them to pay their acceptances, has been 
reduced from £11,835,087 to £4,810,823. 

(5) Of the securities remaining in the custody of the banks at the 
30th September, 1916, valued at approximately £26,000,000, detailed 
particulars in respect of £3,000,000 had at 31st October, 1916, been 
furnished to the Custodian, and such securities are capable of being 
vested at any moment. 

So Sir William does not seem, as has been suggested, to 
have been asleep. 


AND LOW 


Calendar of the Stuart Papers 
Preserved at Windsor Castle. 


HIGH LIFE 


Historical Manuscripts Commission : 
Belonging to H.M. the King. 
Vol. VI. Cd. 7104. 3s. 9d. 

Historical Manuscripts Commission: Report on the Records of the 
City of Exeter. Cd. 7640. 2s. 3d. 

It is not possible, in the limited space at our disposal, 
to do justice to the invaluable volumes which the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission, in spite of diminished expen- 
diture, is still producing. So fascinating as reading and 
so informative are these volumes that we are often 
tempted to think that the work of exploring our historical 
documents should be pushed on at ten times the 
present rate, in order that posterity should not have an 
unfair advantage over us. Neither of the present volumes is 
as engrossing as the latest selection from the Dropmore 
Papers, but each is in its kind extremely good; and we 
regret that we can do no more than barely indicate the nature 
of their contents. ’ 

The Windsor volume opens with ‘‘ An Historical Narrative 
of some remarkable matters concerning King James the 
Second’s succession, Sunderland’s contrivances and corrup- 
tions, Tyrconnell’s getting the government of Ireland, his 





proceedings there contrary to his Majesty’s positive injunc- 
tions, and his particular malice against Sheridan, together 
with some passages relating to the — the King’s case, 
and the management of affairs in Saint Germans by the 
King’s Ministers, Lord Melfort, Lord Middleton, and Mr.— 
now Lord—Caryll.” This was written in 1702 by Thomas 
Sheridan (grand-uncle of the dramatist), who had accom- 
panied Tyrconnell to Ireland and was First Commissioner of 
the Revenue there. It was upon this document that 
Macaulay principally founded his character of Tyrconnell ; 
but, as Mr. Blackburne Daniell points out in his introduc- 
tion, Macaulay did not explain that Tyrconnell and Sheridan 
were bitter enemies. Tyrconnell is painted in the blackest 
colours ; all the blame for mistakes in Irish policy are thrown 
on him; and he is accused of boasting that he would get 
the Act of Settlement broken by giving Sunderland £50,000 
and the Queen a pearl necklace, value £10,000, that Prince 
Rupert had bequeathed to his mistress, Peg Hughes. 
Reference is also made to his plan for making Ireland a 
separate kingdom under the protection of France. 

The rest of the volume (a large number of Stuart ciphers are 
given in the introduction) is a calendar of papers from 
March Ist to June 30th, 1718, during which Queen Mary 
died and ‘‘ James III.” proposed to Princess Clementina 
Sobieski. Of the Queen’s death there are several descrip- 
tions; the Countess Veronica Molza says that her last 
thoughts were of her son, for whom she left a small crucifix : 
which disposes of the warming-pan story. James was 
anxious to marry, and there is much amusing information 
concerning the tours of his emissaries in search of a likely 
girl. One of the Czar’s daughters was thought of, but James 
was disturbed to hear that she was too young and, in a 
manner, a bastard. Ormonde writes (March 3rd) : 

I think my [self] obliged to tell you that the Princess was born 
before the Czar was married to the present Czarowine and during the 
life of his first wife, but according to the custom of this country 
she and the other children born before marriage have been made 
legitimate. Mr. O’Berne, talking to me of the Czar’s family, told 
me that the Czar’s first wife is still alive. 

James then suggested that one of the Czar’s nieces might do : 
these also were too young. Wogan, touring Germany, 
dallied with the Princess of Saxony, but with no intentions, 
as she was too old. ‘‘I should have told you,” writes 
James himself to Cardinal Gualterio, ‘‘ that the Princess of 
Baden is pretty, but dwarfish, and therefore the King 
is to think of her no longer.” Wogan, proceeding to Ohlau 
to see the Sobieski family, reports at full length on the 
daughters. The eldest is ‘‘ somewhat flat-featured and 
subject to some disagreeable grimaces ” ; the third daughter, 
who is only fifteen, is pretty and sensible : ‘* she has a good 
mixture of haughtiness in her composition, but cunning 
enough to disguise it upon occasion.” ‘‘ If the youngest 
daughter had the stature of the second, she would be perhaps 
the most desirable wife in Europe for a Prince.” It is all 
rather like a cattle market. 

There is a great deal of information about James's intrigues 
abroad, and foreign politics bearing on them; also much 
relating to the English Jacobites. James Menzies told 
Mar the truth about them : 

You have had, and have, and will have, fine stories of fine persons 
and things for your service. I could tell you of all those persons 
and ten thousand more, and it signifies not one straw to your service. 
Intriguing and talking and drinking will just do as much, as you 
had experience. When you bring the effects, you will have more 
friends than you can manage, and till then all Mrs. Cann’s (the 
Church of England’s) fine doings will end in a can. 

This was thirty years after the Stuarts had made their 
hurried exit. But it is very difficult to eradicate the obses- 
sion of property in a country from a dynastic stock. It 
makes their lives very miserable when they are living n 
exile: the constant financial straits of the Stuarts in 
France are pathetic. 

The invaluable records of the City of Exeter owe a great 
deal to John Vorrell, alias Hooker, who was first Chamberlain 
of his native city and sometime M.P. for it. He, for a large 
part of the sixteenth century, was in charge of the City 
records ; he collected and cared for them with an antiquary s 
enthusiasm, and they were amongst his latest thoughts. 
His suecessors have not been uniformly so careful. For 
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over twenty years it has been known that the City records, 
in the absence of a proper muniment room, were in danger 
of destruction by fire and its accompanying water. But in 
spite of pious resolutions nothing, up to the time of Mr. 
a H. Wylie’s preface, had been done. 

The volume opens with Royal Charters, Letters Patent 
and Royal Letters. Amongst the latter is one which illus- 
trates the spirit which has made England what she is. 
Queen Elizabeth commands the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Exeter to contribute towards a levy of 500 men from Devon- 
shire to garrison Havre, “ the citizens having refused to 
contribute because Exeter was not described as a separate 
county in the writ.” There follow over six hundred letters 
and other papers, mostly of the sixteenth century, which 
contain many interesting sidelights on social life. The 
most detailed story concerns a murder, and would give a 
historical novelist two whole chapters. On January 24th, 
1593, in the house of William Corbyn, there came in Nicholas 
Haynis, hatmaker, and John Maunder, sleamaker, and 
others : 

H. pulled down M.'s hat from his head and did cast it upon the 
ground and trod upon it, and then going into the parlour they 
called for a fagot and for drink, and there sitting together about 
the space of two hours, they fooled and cast drink one over another, 
and used many such drunken parts, wherewith the company was 
aggreived, and there also H. took M.’s hat from his head and threw 
it into the fire. 

They had a row, and went on to another house. H. 
called M. “ rogue,” and M. retorted with “ oxenhead.”’ 
H. then said something about stabbing, which sobered and 
frightened M. They walked across to “ neighbour Nicolas, 
his house.” A witness 

did hear M. call to H. and said: ** Neighbour Nicolas, a can of 

beer, boys,’ and so entered in within the foredoor. Immediately 

he heard a sword flincke, wherewith M. would have returned, but 

the door fell close after him, and immediately he cried out: ** O, 

Lord, I am killed,” and then cried again: ** O, Lord, I would my 

wife were here that I might kiss her before I die.” Then the witness 

stood knocking at the door until M.'s wife came out with a candle 
in her hand, and he willed her to go over to her husband, ** for 

(quoth he) I think he be killed.” So she went over and witness 

followed her, and as soon as she was entered in the door she cried 

out: **O, Lord, who hath hurt my husband?” With that he 
cried and said unto his wife : ‘* O, Lord, wife come kiss before I die.” 

With that she kissed him, and he whispered unto her witness 

knoweth not what, and brought him home, and as soon as he was 

within the door he fell down dead. 

There are some interesting letters of 1618 in which Exeter 
College, Oxford, “ after 300 years sithens it was built,” 
begs the City whose name it bears for money for building. 
The College is ‘* the most unseemly for buildings and scanted 
for lodgings,” and the fellows say that “if God so move 
your harts to continue to the rest of the buildings we shall 
at length see Exceter Colledge in a square as other colledges 
are.” In 1620 the Lords of the Council order the Corporation 
to suppress unnecessary alehouses. 

Another story of interest is dated 1726. We have not 
space for the whole of it here, but we cannot but illustrate 
the vigour of the Exonian language, the quaintness of which 
is emphasized to us by the spelling then in vogue. One 
Jenkins, a constable, lodged a complaint about the bad 
language and threats used against him : 

Going up ye forstreet above ye New Inn at ye sign of ye Black 
Dogg, one or some from that house Cried out ye Constable, Halloe ! 
within and without, ye Constable, Halloe! coming down ye street 
again. Soon after ye Landlord, as I supposed he was, said I only 
askt you to drink a Mugg of Ale, Mr. Constable. Don’t you bee 
angry; and with ye same he said how upright ye Dogg goeth. 

He must have been a very unpopular officer. Shortly after- 
wards another man, to whom he had given “ not one ill 
word,” called him “ perjured Villain, perjured Rogue.”’ 
In the midst of this discourse a master shoemaker, “ Being in 
ye Barr,” interposed with “ you Jenkins, you are a rascally 
Roge, you Dogg, you are no Constable, no Sirrah, you are 
not, you Rogue.” And a week afterwards, in Goldsmith’s 
Lane, one Whitburrow, a Bailiff, put the cap on these 
insults by asking the poor man where the 7s. 4d. was ? 
and winding up with: “ Ye Cheif Magistrates of ye Town 
Did well to turn thee out, for ye City is a thousand pounds 
ye worse for thee, thou Base fellow. Where’s ye Loin of Veal, 
Sirrah ? ” 


“ The good old days!” one murmurs; but on the next 
page are casual entries of sentences on criminals. In 
1788, executions for burglary and sheep-stealing ; in 1740, 
‘a pardon to John Harrup and Uriel Hanson, sentenced to 
transportation for stealing mutton”; in 1746, “ an order 
for the execution of Susannah Smith, convicted of burglary ”’ ; 
in 1759, commutation of a sentence of death for killing one 
sheep; in 1764, “ commutation of death sentence on James 
Scott, convicted of assault and stealing 12s.,to 7 years’ 
transportation.”” There were, however, some people who 
thought of the criminals. Griffith Ameridith left a charit- 
able endowment “for providing shrouds for criminals 
hanged at Exeter.” 


WHAT ARE WE DOING FOR 
THE CHILDREN ? 


Annual Report for 1915 of the Chief Medical Officer of the Board of 
Education. Cd. 8338. 9d. 

Sir George Newman’s report is always of interest, and 
at the present time is especially important. It is gratifying 
to note that the war has not gravely affected the school 
medical service, since most local education authorities 
appear to have recognised that, whatever other retrench- 
ments are necessary, protection of the health of the school 
child is essential. In spite of the demands of the War 
Office for doctors, it has been found possible to continue 
the work practically unimpaired in 240 out of 317 school 
areas, and in other cases temporary arrangements have 
been made, the net loss of school medical officers and their 
assistants being about 12 per cent., while the school nurses 
who have left have been replaced in the majority of instances 
by substitutes. The facilities for medical treatment have 
been substantially increased, sixty-nine new treatment 
schemes having Te sanctioned during the year, and 
many new clinics have been established. 

The school medical service is divided into two parts: 
the inspection system, and the arrangements for treatment. 
Unfortunately these are not co-ordinated to the extent 
they might be, the fear of medical practitioners that private 
——- would suffer having led to the treatment provided 

eing limited to those who would not otherwise reccive 
it, except where, as in many districts, private medical 
practitioners are working under the Education Authority. 

Inspection now covers some two-fifths of the total school 
population, and the returns are sufficient to show that 
the condition of large masses of school children is deplorable, 
and that, for all our efforts, we are still merely touching 
the fringe of the problem of prevention and cure. Possibly 
this is due to concentrating mainly on curative measures 
while doing relatively little to improve the general environ- 
ment. Sir George Newman estimates that out of nearly 
six million school children, no less than one million are 
so physically or mentally defective or diseased as to be 
unable to derive reasonable benefit from the education 
provided by the State, and not less than a quarter of a 
million are seriously crippled, invalided, or disabled. 
Unfortunately, it is impossible to determine even yet 
what effect the school medical service is having in reducing 
this mass of disease—mainly owing to the absence of 
reliable and comparable statistics rclating to large numbers 
in earlier years. Uncleanliness has undoubtedly been 
substantially reduced, but this is a comparatively easy 
condition to treat. Graver conditions are still terribly 
prevalent. Disease of the nose and throat affects some 
21 per cent. of school children inspected, defective vision 
17 per cent., defective hearing 11 per cent., dental disease 
69 per cent., diseases of the lungs, heart, and circulation 
7 per cent., and rickets 4 per cent. The death-rate among 
children from all causes increased appreciably in 1915. 
Figures supplied by Dr. Stevenson, of the Registrar- 
General’s Office, show that the death-rate at ages one to 
five, per thousand living, was 17.41 in 1915, as compared with 
an average of 14.44 during the three preceding years ; 
and at ages five to ten it was 3.74, as compared with the 
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average of 3.19 for the same period. This is a serious rise, 
but we must wait for the publication of the Registrar- 
General’s Report before we can analyse its causes. 

The extent to which defects receive medical treatment— 
and the results achieved by that treatment—may be best 
displayed in the form of the following table, which relates 
to forty-eight school arcas selected haphazard : 


Number of defects needing treatment 92.874 
Number for which no report is available 13,568 
Number treated 3 ‘* v's 56,635 
Number not treated .. 22,671 
Results of treatment— 
Remedied 31,546 
Improved 19,549 
Unchanged 5,537 


It is obvious from this table that, in spite of the increasc 
of medical treatment, very much yet remains to be done. 
Only some 60 per cent. of defects detected are treated, 
and it appears that out of 317 education authorities less 
than half have made provision for dental treatment ; only 
ninety-three have made arrangements for dealing with 
enlarged tonsils and adenoids ; and only seventy-one have 
provided X-ray treatment for ringworm. Only one-third 
of the defects observed are finally reported as remedied, 
while, roughly, a fifth are described under the somewhat 
elastic term of “ improved.” 

A remarkable decline is shown in the provision of meals 
for school children, the following being the figures for the 
last three years : 


No. of Children No. of meals 
Year. Fed. Supplied. 
1913-14 156,531 14,525,593 
1914-15 22,401 29,560,316 
1915-16 117,863 9,914,095 


The reasons for this decline are not examined in the 
report. Probably the main cause is increased prosperity 
among the working-classes. There is nothing to indicate 
that it is due to ill-advised economy by local authorities. 


THE ENEMY IN OUR MIDST 


Report of the Commissioners appointed to review the Permits under 
which Alien Enemies are allowed to reside in Prohibited Areas. 
Cd. 8419. 1d. 

On June 29th last Mr. Herbert Samuel appointed Sir Louis 
Dane and Mr. A. J. Sykes, M.P., ** to review the permits granted 
by Chief Officers of Police under which alien enemies are allowed 
to reside in prohibited areas, and to advise in what, if any, cases 
they should be withdrawn.” The Commissioners held 46 sessions 
in various parts of the country, and obtained from the chief 
constable’s nominal returns of the 4,294 enemy aliens resident in 
the different districts, with the leading particulars of each indi- 
vidual case. ‘The prohibited areas in England and Wales 
cover the whole of 15 county and 62 city or borough police 
districts, together with parts of 22 other county police districts, 
with a total population of over six and a half millions.” 

The Commissioners found that as a whole the problem dealt 
with by the Aliens Registration Order and the Home Office 
Circulars has been wisely and effectively dealt with. In no case 
have the competent military authorities failed to secure the 
exclusion of an enemy alien to whom they have called attention. 
Some chief constables, however (being accustomed to give a 
suspect the benefit of the doubt), failed to grasp that the onus of 
proving a case to warrant the grant of a permit to reside rested on 
the enemy alien himself. Some, too, seem “ to have stretched 
considerations of humanity ’’ to cover cases in which exclusion 
from the area would merely have involved inconvenience, depri- 
vation of sentimental associations, or pecuniary loss, but would 
fall far short of cruelty or inhumanity. As a result of their 
review the chief sonstiiien, after consultation with the military, 
withdrew a number of permits. Some aliens also removed volun- 
tarily, and the total number to go was 126 males and 333 females, 
whilst of the persons to whom the Commissioners called attention 
(we do not gather whether these are included in the above 
figures) 12 were interned, 4 were repatriated, and 4 were removed 
under the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

There remain, we are told, 847 males of all ages and 2,922 
adult females. Of the males (the figures are worth giving in 
full, as a section of the Press has represented this body of 
persons as a large and dangerous garrison of spies) 548 are over 
military age (55 for Germans and 60 for Austrians) and 12 under. 


Those of military included 64 priests or monks, and 57 Arme- 
nians, Czechs, and Poles of sound antecedents. No fewer than 
188 of the total are over 70 years of age, 37 being blind or bed- 
ridden and 56 in workhouses, hospitals or asylums. 

Of the 2,922 adult females 2,039 are British-born, but enemy 
aliens by marriage. ‘* The presumption that British-born wives 
of enemy aliens are usually British in sentiment is generally true, 
but we have come across many cases in which love for the husband 
overrides love of the country of origin, and it has not been 
possible to allow such persons to remain.” Two hundred and 
thirteen of the women are over 70, blind, bedridden, etc., and 110 
inmates of religious houses. Finally, this body of four thousand 
odd aliens have given 594 sons who are serving or have lost their 
lives while serving in His Majesty’s Forces. 

The Commissioners started with the information that the 
public was very excited about the question. They invited letters, 
therefore, but received in all under 100 communications, most of 
which did not refer to enemy aliens at all or dealt with matters 
outside the scope of the enquiry. On the whole they find that 
the work of exclusion ‘*‘ was very well done indeed, and not 
many were left in prohibited areas who were likely to be an open 
or secret danger to the State, and that after this review but few 
can be residing in such areas whose presence could even justify 
popular suspicion or discontent on social or commercial grounds. 
It is not quite satisfactory to exclude an enemy alien and leave 
his wife and family in the area, as such an arrangement favours 
the collection and despatch of information useful to the enemy, 
but when this had to be done We have impressed on chief con- 
stables the necessity for watching and restricting communications 
as far as possible.” 


VERSATILE CHEMISTRY 


Report of the Government Chemist Upon the Work of the Government 
Laboratory for the Year ended 3lst March, 1916. With 
Appendices. Cd. 8394. Id. 


The Government Laboratory now does, wholly or in part, the 
chemical work of the Admiralty, the War Office, the Forei 
Office, the Board of Trade, the Board of Customs and Excise, the 
War Trade Department, the Home Office, the India Office and 
nearly a dozen other departments. The work of the Department 
is mainly carried on at Clement’s Inn and in the branch laboratory 
at the Customs House ; there are also eighteen stations elsewhere 
for testing work for revenue purposes, six of which are tempo- 
rarily closed. During the year 239,706 samples were examined, 
as against 230,404 in the previous year, exclusive of those dealt 
with at the chemical stations. Import samples examined for the 
Customs and Excise diminished, but this was more than compen- 
sated for by the increase in the number of exportations of tobacco 
on drawback for the Armies abroad. Samples of food examined 
in connection with the supply of the Expeditionary Forces num- 
bered 8,901, as compared with 1,348 in the previous year. The 
examinations were partly conducted by officers of the Department 
stationed at the various supply bases. ; : 

Beer looms large, 44,551 samples being examined in connection 
with the beer duty. Three hundred and fifty samples of finished 
beer from brewers’ premises were examined for saccharin and 
other prohibited ingredients, but nothing deleterious or illegal 
was found except an occasional undue trace of arsenic. (The 
public, if it is not treasonable to say so, would rather have 
saccharin than that.) With a view to checking dilution and 
adulteration 4,964 samples of beer were taken from the premises 
of publicans and other retailers. In 152 cases the beer was found 
to have been diluted ; some of the samples were diluted to the 
extent of 10 to 14 gallons of water in the barrel of 36 gallons! 
Of 18,809 samples of beer exported on drawback, 1.7 per cent. 
represented shipments in respect of which either the gravity or 
the measurement had been over-declared by the exporters, who, 
however, have had difficulties regarding labour and the supply of 
bottles of uniform capacity. Of the imported beer examined 12 
samples, described as ** Malt Extract,”’ ** were found to correspona 
with beer and were charged duty accordingly.’ These must have 
been meant for the State of Maine. ‘* Of seven samples purchased 
as cider by the Customs and Excise ollicers in connection with 
questions of licensing, one was commercial cider contaming 
4.6 per cent. of proof spirit, and six were prepared liquids which 
contained no apple juice.” Caio 

Interesting information is given as to the examination of 
tobacco and sugar samples. One of the most important things to 
look out for is saccharin, a coal-tar product which has five 
hundred times the sweetening power of sugar. ‘* The presence of 
saccharin has, therefore, to be searched for in all preparations In 
which there is any probability of its occurrence, and 309. samples 
mainly consisting of condiments, dentifrices and medicinal pre- 
parations were specially examined with this object. In 38 of 
these samples saccharin was found to be present.” Of 15,058 
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samples of tea submitted no fewer than 1,616 were condemned as 
containing sand or other foreign matter, 84 more samples being 
condemned as unfit for human consumption. The total quantity 
rejected, however, was a minute part of the whole import. 

Of the imported butters submitted by the Board of Agriculture 
rather a large percentage had their country of origin misstated ; 
of 302 samples of butter examined under the Butter and Margarine 
Act 45 contained excess water and five were found to be mixtures 
of butter and margarine. The misccllaneous samples submitted 
by the Board included: Various waste materials as to their 
value as fertilisers ; oysters, mussels and cockles as to their food 
value ; nut-meal middlings and other milling by-products ; basic 

and slags from waste tin-heaps as to their value ; ground 
felspar and soils. The Fisheries Division submitted twenty-five 
samples of river water, believed to have been polluted. ‘“ Two 
sea trout taken from one of the streams were found to contain 
small quantities of copper, lead and zinc.’’ Over two thousand 
samples of sea water were examined with a view to Determination 
of Salinites for the Permanent International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea. ‘* The samples examined for the India 
ce consisted chiefly of anesthetics,” is the brief account of 
the work undertaken for that Department. For the Estate Duty 
Branch of the Inland Revenue some clays were examined as to 
their liability to Mineral Rights Duty. The L.G.B. samples 
included one Old Age Pensions document “* on account of its sus- 
picious appearance ” ; the Stationery Office submitted inks and 
typewriting ribbons; the Post Office submitted miscellaneous 
stores as well as air and water; the War Office numerous foods 
and one sample of gold lace. These selections give, we think, 
some idea of the multifarious and ever-expanding work of a State 
institution of which the general public scarcely knows the 
existence. 


THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 


Committee of Public Accounts, First and Second Reports, Together with 
Minutes of Evidence. Cd. 115. 3s. 


The recent reports of the Public Accounts Committce 
have been brought prominently before the public eye on two 
accounts—the case of the hutting contract and Mr. Lever’s 
evidence regarding the attitude of the la armament firms 
towards the price of shells. The scope of the Report is, however, 
by no means confined to these rather sensational cases. The 
business of the Committee has been described by Mr. Bowles 
as “a moral audit in respect of abuses detected in the course 
of the financial audit by that admirable Terrier the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General.” The office and functions of the 
Comptroller were established by the Exchequer and Audit 
Departments Act of 1866, and in view of the jubilee of the 
Department a most interesting memorandum upon its history 
and subsequent developments has been prepared and is appended 
to this Report. The Report of the Committee itself deals with 
an immense number of points connected with the expenditure 
in the year 1914-15. The kind of question dealt with in normal 
circumstances may be shown by the fact that it disallows the 
expenditure of a sum of £550, being the cost incurred on behalf 
of five Crown witnesses in a certain trial, for which the Treasury 
had refused sanction, on account of the excessive scale of pay- 
ments. Among other matters dealt with was expenditure 
under the National Health Insurance, Labour Exchanges, 
and Housing Act (1914). But the most interesting and laborious 
of its duties has been connected with war expenditure. It is, 
of course, not possible at the present time to undertake a public 
discussion and investigation of much of the expenditure incurred 
by the War Office and Admiralty, but the Committee has found 
it — to devote eleven pages of its Report to criticism 
and suggestion. On the whole, the Admiralty appear to come 
better out of the investigation than the War Office. The 
Committee note, however, that the Admiralty have been very 
slow to adopt measures to prevent excessive charges being 
made for shells, etc., by the armament firms. They are of opinion 
that the system of actual costing adopted by the Ministry of 
Munitions “ effected substantial reductions in prices,’ but that 
even now this system is being but slowly introduced by the 
Admiralty, “so that prices paid by the Admiralty for shell 
and other supplies show no such reduction from the rates ruling 
ust after the commencement of the war as has been effected 
y the Ministry of Munitions.” The greater part of the Report 
concerns the War Office. A considerable loss on the re-sale of 
unsuitable horses which had been bought in Ireland is noted. 

Committee comment unfavourably on the waste of food 
and the neglect to take precautions against it. In the early 
part of the war the rates of commission paid to brokers were 
unduly high, and the Committee regret that no arrangements 
were made to prevent this. Then comes the now famous case 
of the hutting contract. The total charge in 1914-15 for the 





hutting of troops was about £9,000,000. Up to July, 1915, 
hutting accommodation had been provided for 850,000 men and 
150,000 horses, at a cost of about £18,000,000, or £20 per man. 
The Committee report that at the ro, of the war “a 
large contractor” came forward and offered to erect huts for 
no payment beyond the bare cost. ‘“‘ Subsequently, when he 
was in possession of the work and the orders given him were 
consequently increased, he represented to the War Office that 
he ought to be paid a commission, naming 5 per cent., with 
1 per cent. to cover standing charges.” “The awkwardness 
of the position was pointed out to him,” and he was asked to 
work for some definite fee, ‘‘ the reasonableness of which was 
not disputed.” This he refused to do, and the War Office decided 
to pay him the commission demanded. The total expenditure 
for which the contractor became responsible was £3,750,000. 
~ this transaction the Committee comments that it regrets 
that— 
1. No sliding scale of commission was fixed in relation to 
the value of the work executed. 
2. No understanding was arrived at as to the items on which 
the commission should be payable. 
3. No power was taken under the agreement to refuse to pay 
exorbitant wages or prices of materials. 
The contractor claimed that he should be paid on the cost of 
everything supplied to him by the Government. The Minutes 
of evidence on this transaction are extremely interesting, 
particularly that of Major-General Sir G. K. Scott Moncrieff, 
who seems to have taken a very severe view of the contractor's 
demand, and refused to have anything to do with it. The 
matter was finally left in the hands of Sir Charles Harris and 
Major the Right Hon. Harold Baker, M.P. Mr. Baker was 
examined before the Committee, but unfortunately a large 
part of his evidence consists of such answers as “I am afraid 
I still do not understand,” and “* It is my fault, I am sure, but 
I have not understood. your point,” and “I am most anxious 
to answer, but I am afraid I have not quite seen the exact 
question.” The matter is being inquired into as we write. 


THE LESSER COLONIES 
Colonial Reports Annual. See separate List. 

On reading through this year’s batch of Colonial Reports 
we find a surprising unanimity among the Governors, Acting 
Colonial Secretaries, Commissioners, and others directly 
responsible to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Their 
Reports, which cover one of the periods 1913-14, 1914, 1914-15, 
1915, or 1915-16, as the case may be, are agreed that the war 
has done very little harm. A few Colonies have to meet a 
deficit on their year’s accounts, but this is often due—in part 
at any rate—to their own generosity in the matter of presenting 
local products to H.M. Forces. British Guiana, for example, 
spent £20,637 on gifts of sugar and rice to the Mother Country. 
Another point in which the Reports are happily agreed is the 
loyalty which the native races have shown throughout the 
Empire. Practically every colony has had to yield up its 
garrison and a large part of the male white population, and 
yet nowhere has there been an attempt to get rid of the English 
altogether. The only serious riot reported took place in Ceylon 
at the end of May and the beginning of June, 1915. Sinhalese 
rioters attacked the Moorish traders at various places in the 
most thickly populated parts of the island, and did about 
five and a half million rupees’ worth of damage ; 4,075 Moorish 
boutiques were looted, 17 mosques were burnt, and 86 otherwise 
damaged ; 25 Moors were murdered and 189 were wounded. 
The cause of the riots is attributed to religious, racial, and trade 
hostility. The effects, it is stated, soon disappeared. 

The Mediterranean Colonies are thriving, especially Cyprus, 
it would appear. The potato-growers of Famagusta grew rich 
on account of the new armies in Egypt, and the island also 
did very well out of mules. The Reports on Malta and Gibraltar 
indicate that there have been busy times, but no important 
details are revealed. 

The Colonial Reports which deal with the West Indian Islands 
are invariably distinguished by their optimistic tone. Thus the 
Report on the Cayman Islands states that these * are among the 
healthiest places in the world. There are no cases of illness 
attributable to climatic conditions.” And yet, only a few pages 
previously, we had been told that in August and September, 
1915, the Islands had been devastated by hurricanes—on one 
island to the extent of leaving one house intact out of 261! 
Drugs, foodstuffs, and clothes had to be sent from Grand Cayman 
and other places. The Medical Officer reports that ** rheumatism 
is very prevalent,” and “it is quite probable that any day we 
may be face to face with yellow fever.’ If this is in one of the 
** healthiest places in the world’? ——! There is a fine touch 
of the bulldog breed about the statement made by the Governor 
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of the Leeward Islands: “ As soon as possible after the out- 
break of war the islands were organised for defence as far as 
circumstances permitted. A considerable amount of anxiety 
was felt so long as the enemy cruisers roamed in West Indian 
waters, but an excellent spirit prevailed among the members 
of the various defence forces, and it is certain that any attack 
on the islands would have been vigorously resisted.”’ ‘* Resisted,”’ 
and by a widely-dispersed group of little islands, with a total 
population of about 127,000! 

e Sea Island cotton industry has been hard hit by the war. 
The yarns spun from lints of this character are mainly sent to 
Belgium and Northern France—whence orders have fallen to 
zero. It was subsequently arranged that the whole 1915-16 
crop should be bought at fixed prices by the Fine Spinners’ 
and the British Cotton Growing Associations. 

The Bahamas have “ felt the effect of the war hardly at all.” 
There has been a cessation of the stevedore traflic, which used to 
be carried on by German steamers; on the other hand, there 
has been an increase in the number of tourists from the U.S.A. 
Trinidad and Tobago tell the same tale of “* business as usual.’ 

The highest common factor of the Reports of the African 
Colonies is the loyalty of the natives to the British cause. In 
the Northern Province of Ashanti alone (where the loyalty 
is described as ‘‘ exuberant”) over £13,000 was collected for 
the Prince of Wales’ Fund, the Red Cross, and for a gift of two 
aeroplanes to the ones The young men of Ashanti are a little 
trying. In the Central Province they “* have become rich through 
their cocoa farms, and are of a rather turbulent nature.” e 
Gold Coast Report also expresses gratification at the natives’ 
loyalty and subscriptions. Northern and Southern Nigeria were 
amalgamated on January Ist, 1914, and placed under a new 
administration. Bechuanaland reports that, for the first time 
in its history, the revenue has exceeded the expenditure. 
Nyasaland had a small native rebellion some time in 1914-15, 
but the details given are very scanty. The tax collections 
indicate that normal conditions soon prevailed. St. Helena 
looks forward to a busy and prosperous time after the war— 
giving little in the way of a satisfactory explanation. Can it 

that ? 





THE INDIAN STUDENT 


Report on the Work of the Indian Students’ Department, July, 1915- 
June, 1916. Cd. 8418. 2)d. 

With the end of the period covered by this Report the Indian 
Students’ Department, under Mr. C. E. Mallet, completed four 
years of work. The Department, and its allied institutions, 
began in an atmosphere of some suspicion, young Indians being 
afraid that it was a political tutelage that was really being aimed 
at. That atmosphere, it is pleasant to see, has been totally 
dissipated. The Department has been called on to assist a 
steadily growing proportion of the students here ; the University 
advisers are now almost in loco parentis for large bodies of students 
at Cambridge, Oxford, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Manchester ; 
and the Department has shown a consistent keenness in furthering 
the welfare of Indian students here and increasing the facilities 
open to them, The war has naturally impeded its work. The 
supply of students is falling off, the staff of the Department is 
depleted, and little can be done at present in the way of getting 
institutions to change their regulations in favour of Indians. 
But the advance made in recent years is illustrated by the fact 
that every college at Cambridge and every college save one at 
Oxford (presided over by a fervid Imperialist) have thrown their 
doors open to Indians. 

The number of law students alone in London on June 30th 
was nearly four hundred ; there were 70 students at Oxford and 
103 at Cambridge. Law, mathematics, natural science and 
engineering are still the favourite studies ; but several students 
at Cambridge took the historical, economic and modern languages 
Triposes, and at Oxford Mr. R. P. Dutt won a Balliol Scholarship, 
a first in Classical Mods., and an Honourable Mention for the 
Craven and the Ireland. Judging by Mr. Benians’ Cambridge 
report, the quality of the students has considerably improved. 
Four hundred and two students were in touch with the Bureau 
in Cromwell Road, and 8,101 letters were registered. There 
was great disappointment amongst Indians that they were 
refused the privilege of joining the British fighting forces, and 
Mr. Mallet is of opinion that it is time that the Officers’ Training 
Corps at the Universities were thrown open to them. They did 
what they could by acting as hospital orderlies and organising 
a Red Cross detachment for Mesopotamia. 

The most valuable part of the year’s Report is a summary 
of the ** General Position,” to which it would be difficult to take 
exception as far as it goes. Mr. Mallet points out that there are 
some studies—practical engineering, for instance—which can be 
better prosecuted in India than here, and that students wishing 


to follow them would do better not to come to England. As 
far as the law and medicine are concerned they have little option. 
Hospital facilities in India are very inadequate; and Indians 
cannot be called to the Bar in India, and some of the High Courts 
even require now (this is a great hardship on poor students, 
and often practically useless) that Indian students should read 
in the chambers of a barrister in London before being admitted 
to practice in India. Where you have ordinary boys in search 
of ordinary training, there is, as Mr. Mallet suggests, no particular 
virtue in throwing them into the loneliness and the temptations , 
of a large foreign city at the age of eighteen or nineteen. But 
as long as they can only get their training here they must come 
here, and it is our duty to do the very best we can for them. 
Ultimately, as Mr. Mallet suggests, “it may well be that the 
only permanent solution of the student problem lies in building 
up in India Universities, industries and institutions adequate 
to give her sons all the training they require.” That is undeniably 
desirable, as concerns ordinary professional and technical train- 
ing. But even if India is completely modernised, we shall still 
have Indian students here, perhaps in larger numbers than at 
present, who are desirous of intimacy with our culture, or seeking 
special instruction only available here—or even of getting some 
knowledge of the headquarters of the British Empire. 





STATE-AIDED EXPLOITATION 


Financial Facilities for Trade, Report to the Board of Trade by the 
Committee Appointed to Investigate the Question of, ete. Cd. 
8346. 1d. 

Some of the admirers of German efliciency have for many years 
blamed our Bankers because they do not, as the Germans do, 
finance industrial and commercial undertakings. ‘ In the case 
of German Manufacturers,” the Committee reports, ** it frequently 
happens that on the Board of the manufacturing company there 
is a representative of the Bank,” and the Bank has a large share 
of control over the Company. The defenders of English banking 
argue that the first duty of a Bank is to secure its safety, and this 
is incompatible with locking up its funds by finding capital to 
start industrial undertakings. 

The Committee have quite properly justified the existing 
banking system, and suggest no modification in its practice. 
They say that English industry is to a large extent wealthy 
enough to do without more assistance than the present banking 
system, including the Colonial and British-Foreign Banks, already 
affords. But they consider that there is room for a new institu- 
tion which should be prepared to lock up its capital in promising 
enterprises abroad in a way which existing banks will not and 
should not do. They suggest that it should have a capital of 
£10,000,000 ; that it should not accept deposits at call or short 
notice, obviously to secure its stability in case of alarm over any 
of its undertakings; that it should transact Foreign Exchange 
and issue credits to parties at home and abroad, and should 
accept risks on joint account with its clients. 

Over fifteen years ago the Fabian Socicty in more than one 
publication urged that our consular system should copy the Ger- 
man model, and should make itself a State agency for assisting 
our traders with information and advice. The most interesting 
proposal of this report is on these lines. The new institution is to 
be equipped with an information department in close touch with 
the Board of Trade, in order to * obtain the earliest information 
from abroad about new business openings, large contracts offering, 
State and other loan and issue proposals, &c.” The department 
would also examine industrial projects suggested to the institu- 
tion. The State should co-operate with the “ British Trade 
Bank ~ by making it the agent for any assistance given to “* key ” 
industries, and by instructing British Embassies and Legations 
to give it every facility through commercial attachés and consuls 
for obtaining information. The Bank is not to be a Government 
Department, but it is to be a State Protectorate. 

This solution of the problem is eminently wise. We should 
deprecate most emphatically any change in our Banking system 
which in any way threatened its stability. But we welcome 
a proposal for putting some order into the casual chaos of our 
overseas commerce. 








EDUCATION 
Report of the Board of Education for 1914-15. Cd. 8274. 54d. 


The Board of Education year begins on August 1; this Report 
therefore is virtually an account of the immediate effects of the 
war on the schools. A very interesting chapter describes the 
universal efforts of the teachers at the elementary schools to 
capture the enthusiasm of their pupils and divert it to their 
purposes. Sometimes this worked very well. History and 
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geography, general knowledge, letter-writing, and composition 
ined by the new interests. But in some schools the teaching 
about the war was overdone. Teachers set themselves out merely 
to reproduce newspaper headlines, and the result was merely an 
extra tension. Belgian refugee children (of whom there were 
about 30,000 in December, 1914) provided a new problem. This 
has now —_ ore eg re as the children have learned 
inglish, and a many Belgian teachers are now employed 
hay their benefit in the schools. ° 

With the first year of the war, 1,023 elementary schools were 
occupied for military purposes. In many cases the consequent 
overcrowding of the remainder led to the adoption either of a 
* double-shift ’ system, or of a half-time system. There is some- 
thing to be said in favour of each system, but the Report is 
apparently inclined to support the second, rather than the first, 
which involves late hours, and bad air as the result of the over- 
occupation of the schoolrooms. The half-time idea seems 
to have had distinct educational advantages. 

The Inspector in one area notes that it has given opportunities 
both to scholars and teachers for the organisation of home work 
and for the more effective correction of written work. One or 
two schools are said to have more than compensated in this way 
for the loss of the half-day’s instruction. To some extent, too, 
the system has the quality of its defects: by curtailing instruction 
it concentrates the efforts of teachers and scholars on essential 
matters. Further, the half-day out of school has sometimes been 
used to excellent purpose for games, physical exercises, swimming, 
open-air work, excursions, visits to museums and galleries, needle- 
work parties and the like. In a large town where both open-air 
expeditions and visits to galleries have been particularly well 
organised, the Inspector mentions that one Head Master in a school 
favourably situated is so convinced of the advantage of open-air 
work that he would not object to continuing the half-time plan 
when the war is over. The effect on the health of the children 
has also been good. A Head Mistress reports that her girls have 
noticeably improved in endurance in walking. The only com- 
plaints came from parents in poorer districts, at the increased 
wear and tear of children’s boots and clothes, and the trouble 
involved in looking after the younger children, when kept at home 
on wet days. 


The total expenditure on education is increasing, but at a 
diminishing rate. The increase for 1914-15 was £900,000, for 
1915-16 it is estimated at £350,000. This sum is more than 
accounted for by an increase of over £400,000 in the salaries of 
elementary school teachers. This is partly due to the war ; 
where teachers have enlisted, their allowances in addition to the 
payment of substitutes for them generally exceed their normal 
salaries. There is also a normal rise owing to the general upward 
movement of salaries which rise by annual increments on a 
recently adopted scale. On the restriction of building some 
£3,000,000 a year have been saved, and there has been a decrease 
of expenditure on technical and evening schools. 


REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS 


Report for the Year 1915 of the Chief Inspector of Reformatory and 
Industrial Schools of Great Britain. Cd. 8367. 2d. 

There are 221 schools (44 Reformatory and 150 Industrial) and 
36 Certified Auxiliary Homes under inspection by the Home 
Office. On December 31st, 1915, the total number of committed 
cases in the schools and homes was 25,878. The chief interest 
of this Report lies in the indications which it gives of the methods 
which we have adopted of dealing with youthful crime and 
misdemeanour. On the whole, the Report goes to show that 
there is a steady improvement in the administration of these 
schools. The important question of punishment was considered 
by a Departmental Committee in 1913, and as a result the Secre- 
tary of State issued in 1915 a new Code of Rules for the schools 
in England and Wales. The principal objects of the Code are 
to ensure uniformity and to limit the amount of corporal punish- 
ment. The Inspector lays great stress on the good effects of 
Early Licensing, by which children, when the circumstances 
warrant it, are allowed to return to their homes within eighteen 
months of their committal. The war has affected the problem of 
a ~~ as the greatly reduced figures of emigrations show. 
The demand for agricultural labour has made it possible to place 
many boys on farms in this country, and, of course, wherever 
—. boys have been placed in the Army or Navy. The 

eport speaks to the value of co-operation between the Superin- 
tendents and Juvenile Employment Committees, and there will- 
be room for still further development of such co-operation after 
the war. As to education, industrial training, and the general 
conduct of the schools, much still remains to be done. A few 
schools still retain the thoroughly bad system of “ early morning 
and after-tea schoolroom instruction.” “In too many of the Girls’ 
Schools “ little girls are employed to an excessive extent upon 





heavy household work, such as scrubbing and cleaning floors,” 
and the Chief I tor says of such schools, * I have sometimes 
a qualm that it mes the abode of soulless drudgery.” On 
the other hand, he notes the good effects of physical training and 
sports, of home leave, of libraries, and the encouragement of 
hobbies and the keeping of pets, of everything tending to make 
the surroundings humane or to cultivate the feelings of responsi- 
bility and self-respect. 

There is an interesting section on the war and the part played 
by “ old boys ” in the Army and Navy. There are no less than 
30,000 old boys serving, and the list of distinctions, as well as of 
casualties, is a long one. A sentence of the Chief Inspector in 
commenting on the fact that the Reformatory boy makes an 
efficient soldier deserves quotation : ** The boy wito finds his way 
to a Reformatory is very often in his rank of life the counterpart 
of the lively athlete of the Public Schools, but in the great cities 
from which he usually comes, and in crowded areas in which he 
has lived, the opportunities for expressing his physical energies 
that are so lavishly afforded to the son of well-to-do parents have 
not been his.” 


THE MUNITIONS TRIBUNALS 
Return of Cases heard before Munitions Tribunals, from 29th November, 
1915, to Ist July, 1916. Cd. 8360. 14d. 
Proceedings on account of offences were as follows :— 














Number 
Number of Number Total 
of Defend- Con- Amount 
Cases. ants. victed. of Fines. 
Complaints against work- S we 
people— 
Strike prosecutions .. 34 1,023 599 782 4 9 


Breaches of rules of con- 
trolled establishments 4,284 12,004 8,633 8,116 7 11 
Miscellaneous cases .. | 6 7 1 2 00 
Complaints against em- 
ployers— | 
Lock-out prosecutions. . -- — — 
Illegal employment of 





workmen ay _ 115 115 71 501 18 O 
Miscellaneous .. ie 15 15 ll 1410 O 
Total .. ee 4,454 13,164 9,315 £9,417 O 8 





Total from the inception o 5,354 | 16,930 11,794 {£11,044 3 8 

the Munitions Tribuna 

up to and including 1st 

July, 1916. 

The weekly average of prosecutions has been steadily rising, 
and was 194 for June, involving 600 defendants, of — An 422 
were convicted and fined £473. During the same month 518 
persons per week claimed leaving certificates, which were granted 
in 125 and refused in 228 cases; the other applications were 
withdrawn or the certificates found to be “not required.” A 
total of £782 has been inflicted for going on strike, and £9,016 for 
offences in controlled establishments (time-losing, &c.). 


THE VITAL STATISTICS OF INDIA 
Report on Sanitary Measures in India in 1914-15. Cd. 8875. 1s. 3d. 


This volume consists mainly of a report on the vital statistics 
of India under three headings: the European Army, the Indian 
Army, and the general population. The health of the European 
Army in 1914 was remarkably good. The table of the mortality 
from all causes shows that from 1881 to 1903 the death-rate per 
1,000 troops ranged from 13 to 22, but the average was fairly 
constantly in the neighbourhood of 17. Since 1903 the death- 
rate has fallen steadily and rapidly, and in 1914 was only 4.3 per 
1,000. This is a remarkable and highly creditable improvement. 
Malaria was the chief cause of sickness, accounting for 162.8 
admissions to hospital per 1,000 of strength, or more than one- 
quarter of the total admissions from all causes. Venereal 
diseases were responsible for 55.2 admissions a 1,000 troops, 
a rate which was a small increase on that for the previous year, 


but is substantially lower than the average rate 91.7 for the 
years 1904-13. The health of Indian troops has shown an equal 
improvement since 1903, and in 1914 the mortality was only 
4.17 per 1,000. The admission rate for malaria was 112.8, and 
for venereal diseases 15.6. If the same standard of admission is 
employed for Indian and British troops, the low rate of venereal 
diseases among the former is very striking. 
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The vital statistics of the general population of India will 
astonish those who are only familiar with British rates. The 
births registered in British India correspond to a rate of 38.6 per 
1,000 of the population, but there is reason to believe that many 
births are not registered. In the Central Provinces and Berar 
the birth-rate was as high as 51.8. The death-rate for British 
India was 30.0, rising to 36.7 in the Central Provinces. The 
infant mortality rate was high everywhere, and only in a few 
districts was below 200 per 1,000 births ; in Delhi the rate was 
292 for males and 282 for females ; in the city of Madras the rate 
for the two sexes was 309 per 1,000 births. Cholera was respon- 
sible for 280,730 deaths, small-pox 76,590, plague 266,588, and 
dysentery and diarrhoea 278,225. Of the total of 7,155,771 
deaths, 4,092,345 were certified as due to “fever.” It is not 
possible to determine what proportion of these deaths from fever 
were due to malaria. 


THE L.G.B. 


Forty-Fiith Annual Report of the Local Government Board, 1915-16. 
Part I, Cd. 8331. 2d. Part II. Cd. 8332. 2d. 

The Annual Report of the Local Government Board is now 
published in three parts. This Department, which was once 
notorious as a most prolific advertiser of its various activities, 
is now studying economy, and has reduced its Annual Report 
by excluding matter relating to its normal activities, and by 
omitting most of the tables of statistics and the circulars issued 
during the year under review, which are usually included in the 
Report or its appendices. 

Part I. of the Report for 1915-16 deals with the Poor Law, 
but is devoted in the main tothe special work ofthe Department 
which has arisen out of the war. 

Part II. relates to matters incidental to housing and town 
planning, while Part III. summarizes its work in relation to 
Public Health, and Local Administration and Taxation. 

The work of the Poor Law Authorities has been very con- 
siderably reduced, and the total number of persons in receipt 
of relief at the end of the last finance year was 581,000, or 71,000 
less than a year earlier. This decrease has taken place in all 
classes of persons in receipt of Poor Law relief; there has even 
been a reduction of 2,793 or just over 2 per cent. in the number 
of lunatics in lunatic asylums. There has been a striking decline 
in the number of paupers over 70 years of age, who numbered 
57,000 on January Ist, 1914, 55,653 on January Ist, 1915, and 
54,539 on the first day of the present year. The decrease in 
pauperism has been most marked in the numbers of casual 
paupers who have diminished steadily year by year from 9,732 
on January Ist, 1912, to 3,576 on January Ist, 1916. The 
number of pauper children also fell about 10 per cent. during 
1915. 

The war work of the L.G.B. has been very varied. It has 
had the care of certain internment camps, and has disbursed 
about £120,000 in assistance to the British-born wives of interned 
aliens. The large camps in the Isle of Man have cost £423,000 
within the year under review. The task of dealing with Belgian 
refugees has included the reception of nearly 115,000 persons up 
to March 31st, 1916, at the various refuges established since the 
beginning of the war. Some 40,000 beds in Poor Law Institu- 
tions have been placed at the disposal of the Army Council 
for sick and wounded soldiers, affecting about one-third of 
the total number of the Boards of Guardians in England and 
Wales. 

The work of registration under the National Registration Act 
of 1915 was carried out by the Board at a total expense of about 
£50,000. In view of certain official denials which were made 
during the passage of the Registration Bill through Parliament, 
it is worth noting that the Report unblushingly admits the value 
of the National Register in defining the men ‘* whose services 
were available for the Forces.” 

The Tribunals are the subject of a cheerful section of the 
Report which speaks of “the admirable manner in which 
the work has on the whole been done,” and smoothly admits 
that there have been difficulties with conscientious objectors. 
No statistics are published on this point. A list is given of 
no less than forty societies and funds for the assistance of 
Belgians to which certificates of official recognition have been 
issued. 

The Third Part of the Report describes the steps which the 
Board has taken in the treatment of tuberculosis. The war has 
necessitated the provision of additional accommodation for 
tuberculosis patients. Officers and men who have been invalided 
out of the army on account of tuberculosis have been dealt 
with by the Board, local authorities in some cases finding the 
cost, while in other cases the treatment has been entirely paid 
for by the War Office. There was a striking increase in cerebro- 
spinal fever in 1915, of which 2,566 cases were notified as against 
315 in 1914. Generally speaking, other notifiable diseases have 


declined. The most serious infectious disease of 1915 was 
measles, which caused 12,414 deaths in the first six months of 
the year, as against an average of about 11,000 per annum 
during recent years. Measles and German measles are now 
compulsorily notifiable. 

A good deal of work has been done in the direction of improving 
the provision for maternity and child welfare. Health visitors 
are now employed or subsidised by all the Metropolitan Boroughs 
except Camberwell, and by all the County Boroughs except 
Gateshead. A few County Councils and other Local Authorities 
have proposed to postpone the question until after the war, 
but they have apparently been discouraged as much as 
possible. 

The number of health visitors—nearly 400 whole-time and over 
600 part-time—who have now been appointed by Local Autho- 
rities, appears on the face of it inadequate, although they are 
of course reinforced by oflicials of salaried and voluntary 
socicties. , 


THE PATRIOTIC FUND. 


Report of the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation for 1915. (ud. 
8333. 6d. 

The Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation Report contains little 
of interest. From allotments made by the Prince of Wales’ 
Fund the Corporation has been making grants to war-widows, 
orphans and dependants “ on the same scale as in the Transvaal 
War, viz.: £5 to each widow, £1 for each child,” and £8 to a 
dependant of an unmarried man or a childless widower, and 
supported by him. These grants are usually paid in weckly 
instalments, and up to June 20th, 1916, £356,940 had been dis- 
posed of in this manner. In view of the difficulty of realising 
securities, “‘ it has been found necessary to cease taking new 
cases on to our funds.” Sums amounting to £11,477 were 
received by January 17th, 1916; this will be “kept intact until 
the close of the war.” Since that date an additional £1,823 has 
been sent in and handed over to the War Pensions Statutory 
Committee. The income of the General Fund was £14,278 for 
the year under review. 


PUBLIC SAFETY AND DISABLED SOLDIERS 


Report of the Committee ou Licensing of Partially Disabled Men as 
Drivers of Public Motor Vehicles. Cd. 8314. 33d. 

The Committee, while expressing their great regret that 
any hindrance to earning their living should be placed in the 
way of men who have suffered serious disability in the service 
of King and Country, have come to the only conclusion possible, 
viz., that the need for protecting the public forbids any lowering 
of the standard of efficiency in drivers of public vehicles. They 
consider that a licence should not be granted to a man who 
has lost a hand, foot, or eye, and that lesser injuries should be 
dealt with on their merits. 


COAL PRODUCTION 


Third General Report of the Departmental Committee Appointed to 
Inquire into the Conditions prevailing in the Coal Mining Industry 
due to the War. Cd. 8345. 24d. 

Output of Coal in the United Kingdom. Quarterly Statement. 
H. of C. 120. 4d. 


The Coal Mining Organisation Committee report that the 
downward tendency in the production of coal has been arrested. 
This is ey due to the stopping of the recruitment of miners, 
partly to “the more regular attendance of the miners at work,” 
and to a small increase in the number of persons employed. The 
estimated output of coal for the twelve months from August Ist, 
1915, was about 4,400,000 tons greater than the output for the 
preceding twelve months. The problem of absenteeism still 
perplexes the Committee. Five per cent. is regarded as an 
ample allowance to cover all unavoidable absenteeism ; if the 
existing amount could be reduced to this figure, the annual output 
of coal would be raised by about 14,000,000 tons. The actual 
percentage of absenteeism for the United Kingdom for the four 
months ending March 31st, 1916, was 9.9; for Scotland it was 
only 6.8. Some English counties were the worst offenders ; in 
North Staffordshire the figure was 14.1, in Nottinghamshire 12.8. 
On the other hand, on some of the smaller coalfields, the per- 
centage was actually below the Committee’s limit of the per- 
missible—e.g., Kent, 4.3, and Flintshire, 4.6. 
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LIST OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS 
(RECEIVED SINCE Avo. 18, 1916.) 
The European War. 


PEACE: Note Communicated by the United States Ambassador, 
December 12, 1916. Misc., No. 38 (1916). Cd. 8406. 4d. 
The Note addressed by Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg to the American 
Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin eeing See peace negotiations should 
be opened as the war ‘‘ threatens to bring under its ruins the moral 
and physical progress on which Europe prided itself at the dawn of 
the twenticth century.” 
PEACE: Note Communicated by the United States Ambassador, 
December 20, 1916. Misc., No. 39 (1916). Cd. 8431. 4d. 
President Wilson’s invitation to the belligerents to state more 
precisely their terms. 


GREECE: Collective Note addressed to the Greek Government by 
the French, British, and Russian Ministers, and the Reply of 
the Greek Government. Misc., No. 27 (1916). Cd. 8298. 1d. 


SUBMARINES : Memorandum respecting the Treatment of Belligerent 
Submarines in Neutral Waters communicated by the Allied 
Governments to the Governments of Certain Neutral Maritime 
States. Misc., No. 38 (1916). Cd. 8349. 4d. 

Suggestion made to neutral Powers that submarines should be 
excluded from the benefits of international law as to admission of 
vessels into neutral waters and ports. ** Any belligerent submarine 


entering a neutral port should be detained there.” 


SWEDEN : Correspondence with the Swedish Minister on the Subject 
of the Detention by the Swedish Government of the British 
Transit Mail to Russia as a Reprisal for the Search of Parcels 
Mail by His Majesty’s Government. Misc., No. 27 (1916). 
Cd. 8322. 3d. 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY : Further Correspondence with the 
United States Ambassador respecting the ‘* Trading with 
Enemy (Extension of Powers) Act, 1915." Misc., No. 36 (1916). 
Cd. 8353. 1d. 

Correspondence about the ‘* black list.” 

TERRITORIES IN ENEMY HANDS : Correspondence respecting the 
Relief of Allied Territories in the Occupation of the Enemy. 
Mise., No. 82 (1916). Cd. 8348. 3d. 

ARMENIAN MASSACRES: The Treatment of Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire, 1915-16. Documents presented to Viscount 
Grey of Fallodon by Viscount Bryce. Misc., No. 31 (1916). 
Cd. 8325. 2s. (Review, p. 4). 

BELGIAN DEPORTATIONS: Correspondence with the Belgian 
Minister respecting the Deportation of Belgians to Germany 
and the Forced Labour Imposed upon Them by the German 
Authorities. Misc., No. 37 (1916). Cd. 8404. Id. 

Lord Grey wrote that the liberation of Belgium once and for all 
from the dangers which menace her so long as the enemy remains on 
her soil is ‘* a cardinal aim and object of all the Allies, and the people 
of the British Empire have already been inspired by this latest proof of 
German brutality with renewed determination to make every sacrifice 
for the attainment of that end.” 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Further Correspondence with the United 
States Ambassador respecting the Treatment of British Prisoners 
of War and Interned Civilians in Germany. Misc., No. 26 
(1916). Cd. 8297. 6d. 


PRISONERS OF WAR : Correspondence with His Majesty's Minister 
at Berne respecting the Question of Reprisals against Prisoners 
of War. No. 29(1916). Cd. 8323. dd. 

The International Red Cross Committce appealed to belligerent’ 
not to lapse into *‘ a barbarous competition of which the motive is 
vengeance.” ‘* War itself is a scourge enough without increasing by 
inhuman practices and by useless severity the evils it brings in its 
train.” ‘* Do not endeavour, we say, to exercise pressure on your 
enemies by the chastisement you inflict on those of their people who 
are at your mercy.” Lord Grey replies that H.M. Government have 
discountenanced the policy of reprisals *‘ on account of its indis- 
criminating and —_ operation.” But he recounts the atrocities 
of the Germans, and says that demand for reprisals grows ** with the 
recurrence of abuses.” 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Reports of Visits of Inspection Made by 
Officials of the United States Embassy to Various Internment 
we the United Kingdom. Misc., No. 30 (1916). Cd. 8324. 


The reports are very favourable, complaints being few and not 
Serious. At Alexandra Palace the visitor found the men ** very busy 
making arrangements for Shakespearean performances to celebrate the 
ee wad of Shakespeare’s death’ ; also a cinema and two Turkish 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Report on the Typhus Npttente at Garde- 
legen by the Government Committee on the tment by the 
Enemy of British Prisoners of War during the Spring and 

Summer of 1915. Misc., No. 34 (1916). Cd. 8351. Vid. 
This document contains one of the most horrible stories of bestial 
cruelty we have ever read. Thousands of starved, overcrowded 
prisoners were deserted by their German guards and doctors when 





typhus overtook them, and the poor fellows actually regarded their 

abandonment to their own devices as a relief. The report may be 

conveniently compared with the one just above it in this list by 
anyone who wants to know the difference between civilisation and its 

Prussian imitation. 

ARMY: Interim Report of the Committee on the Administration 
and Command of the Royal Flying Corps, ete. Cd. 8192. 1d. 
Final Report. Cd. 8194. 3d. (Review, p. 1.) 

NAVY AND ARMY SERVICES, WARLIKE OPERATIONS AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR: 
Supplementary Vote of Credit. H. of C. 123. 4d. 

Three hundred millions. 

NAVY AND ARMY SERVICES, WARLIKE OPERATIONS AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR: 
Supplementary Vote of Credit. H. of C. 139. 4d. 

Four hundred millions, bringing the total voted for the financial 
year (to November 30) to £1,750,000,000. 


DOMINICA WAR CONTRIBUTION: Copy of Treasury Minute, 
dated 28th September, 1916, showing the manner in which 
instalments of the Dominica War Contribution will be applied. 
Cd. 8368. 4d. 

ARMY: Estimate of the Additional Number of Men required in the 
year ending 3ist March, 1917, in consequence of the War, 
H. of C. 142. 4d. 

A million, bringing the total number voted up to five millions. 


MEN OF MILITARY AGE IN IRELAND: Statement giving Particu- 

lars regarding Men of Military Age in Ireland. Cd, 8390. 4d. 

Total number 547,827 ; number of indispensables, 245,875 ; number 

of unfit (estimated), 107,492 ; number of men still available, 161,239 ; 

number serving up to Oct. 15, 1916, 130,241 ; number recruited since 
that date, 33,221. 


PARTIALLY DISABLED MEN: Licensing of as Drivers of Public 
Motor Vehicles. Cd. 8314. 3)d. (Review, p. 12.) 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON THE SETTLEMENT AND 
EMPLOYMENT OF SAILORS AND SOLDIERS ON THE 
LAND: Minutes of Evidence taken before the Departmental 
Committee to consider the Settlement and Employment on the 
Land in England and Wales of Discharged Sailors and Soldiers. 
Cd. 8347. 3s. 3d. 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS OF WAR: Report of the Military 
Service Committee on the Headquarters’ Staff of the Ministry 
of Munitions. Cd. 8411. Id. 

Of over 6,000 employees at headquarters only 858 were fit men of 
military age. Of these most were found to be genuinely indispensable. 
It was recommended that 141 should be released by March 1 and 
79 cases reviewed by January 1. ‘The interesting suggestion is put 
forward that a systematic effort should be made to secure the services 
of medically unfit boys leaving school. 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS: Return of Cases heard before Muni- 
tions Tribunals from 29th November, 1915, up to and including 
Saturday, Ist July, 1916. Cd. 8360. 1I}d. (Review, p. 11.) 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS (HEALTH OF MUNITION WORKERS 
COMMITTEE). Juvenile Employment. Cd. 8362. 1d. (Review, 
p. 3. 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS (HEALTH OF MUNITION WORKERS 
COMMITTEE): Memo. No. 11. Investigation of Workers’ 
Food and Suggestions as to Dietary. Cd. 8370. I4d. (Review, 
p. 3.) 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS (HEALTH OF MUNITION WORKERS 
COMMITTEE): Memo. No. 12. Statistical Information 
concerning Output in relation to Hours of Work. Cd, 8344. 
lid. (Review, p. 3.) 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS: Memo. No. 14: Washing Facilities 
and Baths. Cd. 8387. 1d. 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS (HEALTH OF MUNITION WORKERS 
COMMITTEE): Memo. No. 15. The Effect of Industrial Con- 
ditions upon Eyesight. Cd. 8409. 1d. 

ENEMY BANKS (LONDON AGENCIES): Copy of Report of Sir 
William Plender to the Rt. Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
dated 16th December, 1916. Cd. 8430. 3d. (Review, p. 5.) 

DEUTSCHE BANK (LONDON AGENCY): Copy of Licence issued 
by the Secretary of State for the Home Department, in con- 
nection with the Deutsche Bank (London Agency). Cd. 8398. $d 


BOARD OF EDUCATION : School Attendance and Employment in 
Agriculture. Cd. 8171. 4d. 

y Ae 16 the number of children of school age excused to work 

on the land had reached 13,823 boys and 1,092 girls, of whom 389 boys 

and 31 girls were under twelve years of age. Worcestershire, Hunting- 


don and Cambridgeshire accounted for most of the youngest ones. 


OLD AGE PENSIONS: Copy of Treasury Scheme for the Award of 
Additional Allowances to Old Age Pensioners suffering special 
hardship owing to the War. Cd. 83738. 1d. 

Outlining conditions under which an extra allowance of not more 
than 2s. 6d. a week to those pensioners who are — Ts — hard - 
ship on account of high prices, etc. The Treasury feels nd ** to 
emphasize the paramount importance of economy at a time when the 
Exchequer has unparalleled burdens imposed upon it.” 
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DEFENCE OF THE REALM LOSSES ROYAL COMMISSION. 
First Report of the Commissioners. Cd. 8359 1d. 


ROYAL COMMISSION: On the Arrest and Subsequent Treatment 
of Mr. Francis Sheehy Skeffington, Mr. Thomas Dickson, and 
a Patrick James McIntyre. Report of Commission. Cd. 8376. 
14d. 

ALIEN ENEMIES IN PROHIBITED AREAS: Report of the 
Commissioners appointed to review the permits under which 
Alien Enemies are allowed to reside in Prohibited Areas. 
Cd. 8419. Id. (Review, p. 8.) 


FARM OF BORGIE: Memorandum respecting the Farm of Borgie 
which has been presented to the State by the Duke of Sutherland. 
Cd. 8397. 43d. 
12,000 acres, mostly grazing land. It is said to be suitable for small 
holdings and afforestation, and is to be used primarily for settling 
discharged soldiers and sailors. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON PRICES : Committee appointed 
by the Board of Trade to investigate the Principal Causes which 
have Led to the Increase of Prices of Commodities since the 
beginning of the War. Interim Report. Cd. 8358. 2d. 
(Review, p. 4.) 


MEAT AND SUGAR PURCHASES : Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 
20th July, 1916, making Arrangements for Financing the Pur- 
chase of Sugar and Meat Abroad on Behalf of His Majesty's 
Government. Cd. 8326. 4d. 


SUGAR PURCHASES: Copy of a Further Treasury Minute, dated 
1st November, 1916, relative to the Financing of Sugar Purchases 
Abroad on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. Cd. 8407. 4d. 


SUGAR SUPPLY: Copy of Memorandum issued by the Royal 
Commission on the Sugar Supply, as to the Distribution of Sugar, 
July to December, 1916. Cd. 8395. 


MANUFACTURE OF FLOUR AND BREAD, AND THE PRICE OF 
MILK: Orders of the Board of Trade relating to the Manufac- 
ture of Flour and Bread, and the Price of Milk. Cd. 8400. 4d. 


Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Agricultural 
Statistics, 1915, Vol. L. Part III.—Prices and Supplies of 
Corn, Live Stock, and other Agricultural Produce in England 
and Wales. Cd. 8391. 

The average price of British wheat was 52s. 10d., the highest since 

1877; the average price of oats, 30s. 2d., about equal to the price 

during the Napoleonic Wars. The maximum price of wheat was 62s. 


LAND REGISTRY: Account of Receipts and Payments in respect 
of the Land Registry for the Year ended 31st March, 1916. 
H. of C. 74. 4d. 


FISHERY BOARD FOR SCOTLAND: Thirty-fourth Annual 
Report, being for 1915. Cd. 8281. 7}d. 

** There are engaged in the service of the country over 1,000 steam- 
fishing vessels belonging to Scotland, manned by over 10,000 Scottish 
fishermen, all engaged in the branch of service for which they are 
best adapted,’ and 7,000 other fishermen were serving at the end of 
1915; so more than half of all the Scottish fishermen were on war 
duty. The number of cwts. of fish landed was 2,319,390 as against 
7,440,821 ; but the value only declined from £3,208,536 to £2,109,465. 
The export of cured herrings dwindled to almost nothing. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND: Report of Proceedings under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts with Returns of the Exports and 
Imports of Animals for 1915. Cd. 8389. 24d. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND: Fifteenth Annual General Report of 
the Department, 1914-15. Cd. 8299. Is. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND: Banking, Railway, and Shipping 
Statistics, Ireland, 1915. Cd. 8330. 2d. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND: Agricultural Statistics of Ireland with 
detailed Report for 1914. Cd. 8266. 84d. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND: Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 
1915 : Report and Tables relating to Irish Agricultural Labourers 
Cd. 8386. 14d. 

Even before the war there was ‘‘ a marked scarcity of agricultural 
labourers in Ireland’’; enlistment has intensified the farmers’ difli- 
culties. The number of agricultural labourers in 1871 was 509,344, 
in 1911 it was 199,900, the ‘‘ general labourers” declining by over 
50 per cent. in the same period. Wages in 1915 for labourers who had 
no free cottages or allowances ranged from 14s. 8d. to 16s. 6d. for 
ploughmen, from 13s. to 15s. 3d. for cattlemen ; from 12s. to 13s. 9d. 
for general labourers. Migratory labourers numbered about 138,000. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND : General Abstracts showing the Ac 

under Crops and the Numbers of Descriptions of Live Stock in 
Each County and Province, 1915-16. Cd. 8355, 2d. 





DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 


TION FOR IRELAND: Seventy-cighth Annual Report in 
a to the Loan Fund System of Ireland, 1915. Cd. 8385. | 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC. 
TION FOR IRELAND : Report on the Sea and Inland Fisheries 
of Ireland for 1915. Cd. 8392. 24d. 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION: Account of the Irish Land Com- 
mission for the Year ended 31st March, 1916, and from 22nd 
August, 1881, to the 3lst March, 1916; together with the 
oe of id Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H. of 
» 182. 24d. 


CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD FOR IRELAND: Twenty- 
Fourth Report of the Congested Districts Board for Ireland. 
Cd. 8356. 4d. 
(See also European War.) 


Army, Navy, and Civil Services. 


ARMY: Statement of Proposed Expenditure out of the Vote of 
Credit on New Works, etc., of a Permanent Character amounting 
4 eo and upwards for the year ending 81st March, 1917. 

. of C. 131. 


ROYAL PATRIOTIC FUND CORPORATION : Twelfth Report to 
His Majesty the King for 1915. Cd. 8333. 6d. (Review, p. 12.) 

GREENWICH HOSPITAL AND TRAVERS’ FOUNDATION: 
Statement of the Estimated Income and Expenditure of Green- 
wich Hospital and of Travers’ Foundation for 1916-1917. 
H. of C. 126, 23d. 


CIVIL CONTINGENCIES FUND: Copy of Accounts of the Civil 
Contingencies Fund, 1915-16. H. of C. 183. 1d. 


CIVIL SERVICES (SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1916-17): 
Estimate of a further Sum required to be voted for the Service 
of the Year ending 31st March, 1917. H. of C. 140. 4d. 


POST OFFICE SAVINGS BAN KS : Accounts of all Deposits Received 
and Paid during 1915, together with a Statement showing the 
aggregate amount of the Liabilities of the Government to 
Depositors in the Post Office Savings Banks, and the nature 
and amount of the Securities held by the Commissioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt to meet those Liabilities at 
that date. H. of C. 96. 4d. 

Balance due to depositors at end of year £186,327,584, or four 
millions less than a year previously. 


(See also European War.) 


Education. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION: Annual Report for 1915 of the Chief 
Medical Officer of the Board of ucation. Cd. 8338. 9d. 
(Review, p. 7.) 

REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS: Fifty-ninth 
Report for 1915 of the Chief Inspector. Cd. 8367. 2}d. 
(Review, p. 11.) 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON JUVENILE EDUCATION IN 
RELATION TO EMPLOYMENT AFTER THE WAR : Interim 
Report of the Departmental Committee on Juvenile Education 
in relation to Employment after the War. Cd. 8374. 4d. 

Large numbers of children are now entering on employment which 

cannot be permanent. One Committee thinks that the need of using 
‘* such facilities as are available through the Education (Choice of 
Employment) Act and the Labour Exchanges Act is urgent”; and 
they have, therefore, decided to make an interim report for the purpose 
of recommending the Board of Education to take steps at the earliest 
opportunity, in co-operation with the Board of Trade, to strengthen 
and extend the system of Juvenile Employment Bureaux and local 
committees in connection therewith. 


UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ACT: Statute 
made by the Governing Body of All Souls’ College, Oxford, 
on 13th June, 1916. H. of C. 59. 43d. 

UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ACT: Statute 
made by the Governing Body of Clare College, Cambridge, 
on 14th July, 1916. H. of C. 60. 4d. 

EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Regulations made by the Scotch 
Education Department as to Grants to School Boards in respect 
of the Medical Treatment of Necessitous School Children during 
the Year 1917. Cd. 8366. 4d. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND: Elighty-first Report of 
the Commissioners for the School Year, 1914-15. Cd. 8341. 
23d. 





INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BOARD (IRELAND): Report for 
1915. Cd. 8369. 2}d. 

INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BOARD FOR IRELAND : Report. 
Cd, 8410. 23d. 

IRISH UNIVERSITIES ACT : Account of Receipts and Expenditure 
of Universities and Co , Ireland, for the year ended 81st 
March, 1916 ; together with the Report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General thereon. H. of C. 129. 23d. 

(See also European War.) 
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Imperial and Foreign Affairs. 

CHILE (NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF LAW): Translation of the New 
Chilean Customs Tariff Law, with Comparison of the New Rates 
of Duty and Those Leviable under the Former Tariff. Cd. 8364. 
Is. 

BRITISH SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS, etc.: Statistical 
Abstract for the Several Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions, and Protectorates in each year from 1900 to 1914. 
Fifty-second Number. Cd. 8329. 1s. 11d. 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES: Accounts of the Crown 
Agents’ Office Funds for 1915. Cd. 8307. 14d. 


TRADE OF NEW ZEALAND : Supplementary Report on the Trade 
of the Dominion of New Zealand for 1915. Cd. 8415. 44d. 


MALAY STATES: Report for 1915 on the Federated Malay States. 
Cd. 8877. 8d. 


MALAY STATES: Report for 1915 on the State of Brunel. Cd. 
8379. 23d. 

This is a very small State, and its report descends to very small 
details. ‘* The” school wasclosed for a few weeks in May and June, 
“owing to difficulty in obtaining a suitable successor to the late school- 
master, Awang Yahya; this man had shown promise of becoming 
a useful Government servant, and his early death from phthisis is much 
to be regretted.” There was little crime and only one murder. A 
Malay boy was found decapitated in a Dyak’s house. The Dyak dis- 
appeared, ‘* and no trace of him or of the missing head was ever dis- 
covered.” Probably he got lost and perished in the jungle. “The 
year,” concludes the British Resident, ‘* was one of quiet progress, 
and beyond a rise in the cost of commodities the peaceful life of the 
Kampongs was little disturbed by the great war. I have received 
from His Highness the Sultan repeated expressions of his loyalty to 
His Majesty the King, and I am informed that prayers for the triumph 
of the Allies are offered daily in the Mosque.” So we ought to be 
all right. 

FEDERATED MALAY STATES: Copy of Treasury Minute dated 
10th August, 1916, as to Application of Proceeds of Local War 
Loan. Cd. 8827. 4d. 


WEST AFRICAN CURRENCY BOARD : Report of the West African 
* mee Board for the year ended 30th June, 1916. Cd. 8872. 
2d. 

(See also European War.) 


Treaty Series. 


TREATY SERIES: Convention between the United Kingdom and 
Denmark renewing for a Further Period of Five Years the 
Arbitration Convention of October 25th, 1905. Signed at 
London, May 3rd, 1916. (No. 3, 1916.) Cd. 8321. 4d. 


TREATY SERIES : Treaties, etc., between the United Kingdom and 
Foreign States. Accessions, Withdrawals, etc. (No. 4, 1916.) 
Cd. 8350. 4d. 

TREATY SERIES : Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom 
and France and Russia modifying Article 2 of the Convention 
of November 9th, 1914, relating to Prizes Captured during the 
present War. (No. 5, 1916.) Cd. 8401. 4d. 


TREATY SERIES : Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between the 
United Kingdom and Portugal. Signed at Lisbon, August 12th, 
1914. (No. 6, 1916.) Cd. 8402. I}d. 


TREATY SERIES: Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
France respecting Trade with Morocco and Egypt in Transit 
through British and French Territories in Africa. Signed at 
London, August 24th, 1916. (No. 7, 1916.) Cd. 8408. 4d. 


Colonial Reports. 

ANNUAL SERIES: 886, Zanzibar, Cd. 8172-12, 14d.; 887, Fiji, 
Cd. 8172-18, 1d.; 888, Sierra Leone, Cd. 8172-14, 24d.; 889, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, Cd. 8172-15, 1d.; 890, Gambia, 
Cd. 8172-16, 14d.; 891, Trinidad and Tobago (Report for 
Sete Secumier, 1915), Cd. 8172-17, 5d.; 892, Hong Kong, 
Cd. 8172-18, 2d.; 893, Ashanti, Cd. 8172-19, 14d.; 894, Gold 
Coast, Cd. 8172-20, 2d.; 895, Malta (Report for 1915-1916), 
Cd. 8172-21, 1d.; 896, St. Helena, Cd, 8172-22, 1}d.; 897, 
Seychelles, Cd. 8172-23, 1d.; 898, Bechuanaland Protectorate 
(Report for 1915-1916), Cd. 8172-24, 4d.; 899, Gibraltar, 
Cd. 8172-25, 1d.; 900, Bahamas (Report for 1915-16), Cd. 
8172-26, 13d. ; 901, Swaziland (Report for 1915-16), Cd. 8172-27, 
1d.; 902, Somaliland (Report for 1915-16), Cd. 8172-28, 1d. ; 
903, Cyprus (Report for 1915-1916), Cd. 8172-29, 1jd.; 904, 
Ceylon, Cd. 8172-30, 4d. ; 907, Falkland Islands, Cd. 8172-33, 1d. ; 
908, Bermuda, Cd. 8172-34, 1d.; 909, Jamaica (Report for 
1915-16), Cd. 8172-35, 2d.; 910, British Guiana, Cd. 8172-36, 
2d.; 911, Basutoland (Report for 1915-16), Cd. 8172-37, 14d. 
912, Barbados (Report for 1915-16), Cd. 8172-38, 14d. 


India. 
EAST INDIA (TRADE) : Tables relating to the Trade of British India 
with the British Empire and Foreign Countries, 1910-11 to 
1914-15. Cd. 8848. 1s. 7d. 


EAST INDIA (ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES, 1916-1917): Ex- 
er 4 Memerendum by the Secretary of State for India. 


LAST INDIA (INDIAN STUDENTS’ DEPARTMENT): Report on 
the Work of the Indian Students’ Department. July, 1915— 
June, 1916. Cd. 8418. 2)d. (Review, p. 10.) 

EAST INDIA (SANITARY MEASURES): Report on Sanitary 
Measures in India in 1914-1915. Vol. XLVIIT. Cd. 8375. 
Is. 3d. (Review, p. 11.) 


Labour and Industrial Regulations. 


HOME OFFICE: Second Interim Report of an Investigation of 
Industrial Fatigue by Physiological Methods. Cd. 8335. 
Is. 6d. 

MINES AND QUARRIES: General Report, with Statistics, for 
1915, by the Chief Inspector of Mines. Part 1,—Divisional 
Statistics and Reports. Cd. 8361. 64d. 

COAL MINING ORGANISATION COMMITTEE: Third General 
Report of the Departmental Committee appointed to inquire 
into the Conditions Prevailing in the Coal Mining Industry 
due to the War. Cd. 8345. 24d. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, ectc.: Reports of the Chief Registrar of 
Friendly Societies for 1914. Part B.—Industrial and Provident 
Societies. H. of C. 139-11. 94d. 

SAVINGS BANKS AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES: An Account 
for the year ended December 31st, 1915. H. of C. iii. 4d, 

(See also European War.) 


Local Government. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD: Forty-fifth Annual Report, 
1915-1916. Part I. Cd. 8331. 2d. Part I1.—Housing and 
Town Planning. Cd. 8309. 1}d. Part III].—Public Health, 
Local Administration; Local Taxation and Valuation. Cd. 
8332. 2d. Supplement containing the Report of the Medical 
Officer for 1915-16. Cd. 8423. 9d. (Review, p. 12.) 

PAUPERISM (ENGLAND AND WALES): Statement showing the 
number of Paupers relieved on the last Saturday in January, 
February, and March, 1916. 2d. Statement showing the 
number of Paupers relieved on the last Saturday in April, 
May, and June, 1916. 8d. Statement showing the number 
of Paupers relieved on the last Saturday in July, August, and 
September, 1916. 3d. 

At the end of September 516,876 paupers were in receipt of relief 
in England and Wales and 78,451 in London, the gross total being 
the smallest for any year in the forty covered by the tables. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD FOR IRELAND: Annual Report 

for the Year ended March 81st, 1916. Cd, 8365. 34d. 


National Health Insurance. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE: Further Report of the Depart- 
mental Committee on Approved Society Finance and Adminis- 
tration. Cd. 8396. 94d. (To be reviewed.) 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE: Second Annual Report of 
the Medical Research Committee, 1915-1916. Cd. 8399. 384d. 

NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT, 1911, UNEMPLOYMENT BENE- 
FIT AUDIT: Report of the Committee on Audit of Unem- 
ployment Benefit. Cd. 8412. 14d. 


Police, Law, and Crime. 

COMMISSIONERS OF PRISONS: Report of and of the Directors 
of Convict Prisons, with Appendices, for the Year ended 
March Sist, 1916. Cd. 8342. 2d. 

The number of prisoners received under sentence in the local and 
convict prisons was 64,160, as against 114,283. The honours of the 
decrease are divided between patriotism, public-house closing, and 
plentiful employment. 

HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE AND COURT OF APPEAL: Account 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure in respect of the High 
Court of Justice, the Court of ~— and the Court of Criminal 
Appeal during the Year ended March 38lst, 1916. H. of C. 
73. 4d. 

COUNTY OFFICES AND COURTS (IRELAND), 1877: Account of 
Receipts and Payments under the Act during the Year ended 
March 3lst, 1916. H. of C. 101. 4d, 

(See also European War.) 


Population. 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL FOR SCOTLAND: Sixty-first Annual 
Report for 1915. Cd. 8339. 1s. 3d. 


Taxation and Finance. 

FINANCE ACCOUNTS of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland for the Financial Year, 1915-16, ended March Sist, 
1916. H. of C. 98. 5d. 

IMPERIAL REVENUE (COLLECTION AND EXPENDITURE) 
(GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND): Return relating to 
Imperial Revenue for the Year ending March Slst, 1916. 
H. of C. 118, 24d. 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
AND IRELAND): Return showing for the Year ended 
March 31st, 1916: (1) the Amount contributed by England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, respectively, to the Revenue collected 
by the Imperial Officers; (2) the Expenditure on English, 
Scottish, and Irish Services met out of such Revenue; and 
(3) the Balances of Revenue contributed by England, Scotland, 
and Ireland respectively which are available for Imperiai 
Expenditure. H. of C. 119. 2d. 

NATIONAL DEBT: Return. Cd. 8334. 334d. 


NATIONAL DEBT: Return, 1875 to 1916, inclusive. 
122, 1d. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: First and Second Report from the Com- 
mittee, together with the Proceedings of the Committee, 
Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. H. of C. 115. 3s. 
Second Report. H. of C. 115. 2}d. (Review, p. 9.) 

EXCHEQUER AND AUDIT DEPARTMENTS ACT: Memorandum 
prepared by the Comptroller and Auditor-General for the 
information of the Committee of Public Accounts, 1916. Cd. 
8337. 14d 

CONSOLIDATED FUND : 
145. 1d. 

PERMANENT CHARGES COMMUTATION : Return of Permanent 
Charges on the Consolidated Fund of Votes of Parliament 
which have been redeemed in the period from August 6th, 
1918, to November 30th, 1915. H. of C. 124. jd. 

An annuity of £860 payable to the heirs of the Duke of Schomberg 
was commuted by a lump payment of £8,500. 

LOCAL TAXATION (SCOTLAND) ACCOUNT: Return showing 
Payments into and out of the Local Taxation (Scotland) 
Account for the Financial Year, 1915-1916, Cd. 8318. 4d. 

LOCAL TAXATION RETURNS (ENGLAND AND WALES): 
Summary of the Annual Local Taxation Returns, with an 
Index. Year 1913-14. H. of C. 135. 4s. 1d. 

LOCAL TAXATION RETURNS (SCOTLAND): The Annual Local 
Taxation Returns for 1914-1915. Hi. of C. 143. 5d. 

BANKRUPTCY : Thirty-third General Annual Report by the Board 
of Trade. H. of C. 136. 24d. 

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD: Forty-first Annual Report of 
the Public Works Loan Board, 1915-1916. Hl. of C. 89. 4d. 

(See also European War.) 


H. of C. 


Abstract Account, 1915-1916. H. of C. 


Trade and Navigation. 


FINANCIAL FACILITIES FOR TRADE : Report to the Board of 
Trade by the Committee Appointed to Investigate the Question 
of Financial Facilities for Trade. Cd. 8346. 1d. (Review, p. 10.) 

OUTPUT OF COAL IN THE UNITED KINGDOM : Return showing 
the Estimated Quantities of Coal raised in the United Kingdom 
in each of the Quarters ended the 31st Mar h and June 30th, 
1916, compared with particulars for the corresponding period 
of 1915 and 1914. H. of C. 120. 3d. (Review, p. 12.) 

LICENSING STATISTICS: Statistics as to the Operation and 
Administration of the Laws relating to the Sale of Intoxicating 
Liquor in England and Wales for 1915. Cd. 8340. 1s. 2d. 

LIQUOR TRADE FINANCE COMMITTEE (SCOTLAND): Report 
of the Advisory Committee on Proposals for the State Purchase 
of the Licensed Liquor Trade. Cd. 8319. $d. 

ROCKET LIFE-SAVING APPARATUS: Report by the Board of 
Trade on the Life-Saving Apparatus on the Coasts of the United 
Kingdom for the year ended June 30th, 1916. Cd. 8363. 2}d. 


GENERAL LIGHTHOUSE FUND: An Account of the General 
Lighthouse Fund, showing the Income and Expenditure for 
the Year ended March 31st, 1916. H. of C. 141. 1d. 


TRADE AND NAVIGATION : Accounts for each Month during 1916. 


August, 1916. H. of C. 38-VII. 1s. 4d. September. H. of 
C, 38-VIII. 1s. 6d. October. H. of C. 38-IX. Is. 5d. 
November. H. of C. 38 X. Is. 3d. December. H. of C. 
38-XI. 1s. 3d. 


For the year ended December, 1916, our imports were £949,152,679, 
as against £696,635,113 in 1914 and £851,893,350 in 1015: our total 
exports were £604,154,714, as against £526,195,523 in 1914 and 
£483,930,629 in 1915. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS: Annual Statement of the 
Trade of the United Kingdom, 1915. Vol. I. Cd. 8284. 
5s. 10d. Vol. II. Cd. 8357. 4s. 3d. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND |BRITISH POSSESSIONS: Accounts including Figures 
received up to August 23rd, 1016. H. of C. 27-VI 34d. 
Accounts including Figures received up to September 26th 
H. of C. 27-VII. 3 Accounts including figures received 
up to October 28rd. H. of C. 27-VIII. Sd. Accounts 
including Figures received up to November 18th. H. of C. 
27-IX. Sd. Accounts including Figures received up to 
December 19th. H. of C. 27-X. . 

(See also European War.) 


Transport and Traffic. 


ROAD BOARD : Sixth Annual Report of the Road Board. 
114. 6d. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS: Report of the Proceedings of the Board 
of Trade up to December 31st, 1915, and of the Proceedings of 
the Light Railway Commissioners up to the same date. H. of 
C. 146. 1d. 


H. of C. 


Miscellaneous. 


NATIONAL GALLERY, Etc., SCOTLAND: Ninth Report to the 
Secretary for Scotland by the Board of Trustees for the National 
Galleries of Scotland. Cd. 8317. 4 

The Scottish National Gallery is now closed on Sundays. Amongst 
the acquisitions during the year were Boehm’s statue of Carlyle (given 
by Lord Rosebery) and a Cima da Conegliano ; the Scottish National 

Portrait Gallery (now being reconstructed) acquired, amongst other 

things, an oil painting of R. L. Stevenson by Count Nerli and an etching 

of him by William Strang. 


PUBLIC RECORDS (IRELAND): 

Deputy Keeper. Cd. 8354. 14 

The Deputy Keeper deplores that at sales in London of papers relating 

to Ireland, “ private bidders raised the prices of the lots containing these 

records far beyond what was reasonable,” so that the Department 
could not secure what it coveted ; otherwise it spent a useful year. 


GENERAL BOARD OF CONTROL FOR SCOTLAND: Second 
Annual Report. Cd. 8313. 24d. 

In Scotland the number of lunatics of whom the Board had official 
cognisance on January Ist, 1916, was 19,108—a decrease of 449. Part 
of the decrease is administrative, but there remains an actual decrease 
of 129 patients which cannot be accounted for in this way. It is 
unusual to find any statistics of this kind taking this turn. 


PUBLICATIONS AND DEBATES’ REPORTS: Report from the 
Select Committee on Publications and Debates’ Reports, together 
with the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence and 
Appendi es. H. of C,112. 8d. 


PUBLICATIONS AND DEBATES’ REPORTS : Index and Digest of 
Evidence of the Report from the Select Committee. Session 
1916. H.ofC. 112-Ind. 1}d. 


EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS: Return showing the 
Number of Experiments on Living Animals during 1915. 
H. of C. 116. 24d. 


METEOROLOGICAL COMMITTEE: Eleventh Annual Report for 
the Year ended 31st March, 1916. Cd. 8381. 1d. 

The office is now organised on a war basis. The Forecast Division 
issues four reports daily ; a separate unit of the R.E. has been created 
for meteorological service with the forces ; and a professor of Meteorology 
to the R.F.C. has been appointed. ‘The office has issued a short 
introduction to modern meteorology for the benefit of the Services. 


PACIFIC CABLE ACT: Account showing the Money issued from the 
Consolidated Fund, and the Money Received, Expended, and 
Borrowed, and Securities Created to 31st March, 1916, together 
with a copy of the Report of the Pacific Cable Board H. of C. 
125. lid. 

INEBRIATES ACTS (SCOTLAND) : Eleventh Report of the Inspector 
for Scotland for the Years 1914 and 1915. Cd. 8380. 4d. 


GOVERNMENT CHEMIST: Report of the Government Chemist 
upon the Work of the Government Laboratory for the Year 
ended 81st March, 1916, with Appendices. Cd. 8394. 24d. 
(Review, p. 8.) 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY: Accounts of Receipts 
and Expenditure, with Balance Sheet, for the Year ending 
3ist March, 1916. H. of C. 113. 14d. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL FOR 
SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH FOR THE 
YEAR 1915-16. Cd. 8336. 


MIDWIVES ACT: Report on the Work of the Central Midwives 
Board for the Year ended 3st March, 1916. Cd. 8408. I}d. 
The number of midwives on the Roll went up by 1,644 to 40,513 ; 
the proportion of trained ones being 75.4 as against 78.6. Seventy- 
three women were removed from the Roll for misconduct, negligence, 
or malpractice. One M.O.H. reports that midwives are now “less 
prone to consider it clever to manage cases of difficulty without a 
doctor” ; another that midwives should have more knowledge of the 
signs and symptoms of venereal disease. 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE : Report of His Majesty's Astronomer at the 
Cape of Good Hope to the Secretary of the Admiralty for 1915. 
Cd. 8888. 1d. 


HOUSE OF LORDS REFRESHMENT ROOMS : Second Report from 
the Select Committee of the House of Lords. H. of L. 144. 3d. 


HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES: Second Report from the Sclect 
Committee on the House of Lords Offices. H. of L. 142. 3d. 


PUBLIC OFFICES SITE (DUBLIN) ACT: Account, 1915-1916. 
H. of C. 151. 3d. 


Forty-cighth Report of the 
d. 


Sd. 
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